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ON THE RECEIVED TRANSLATION OF THE 
SCRIPTURES. 


Consiwerine ourselves ‘‘ set for the 
lefence of the gospel,” we deem it our 
luty to take notice of every circum- 
stance among us, which has a tendency 
oexert an influence, favourable or un- 
avourable, upon the interests of our 
“iangoly religion. It is equally our duty, 
tion ito guard the trust, committed to our 
mittes 2, from effects produced by the 
‘ollegemisguided, but well-meaning; and 
cous. rom the daring attacks of licentious 
penmmonovation. We allude to the prac- 
elphi ice, now become somewhat prevalent 
minisgmong many, of decrying the merit of 
nsylvefmhe translation of the scriptures in com- 
ev. limon use. This practice has a tendency 
0 diminish the confidence, particu- 


Jame 


S 5 am 
“Ri ageatly of the common people, in the 
Lukegmeceived version. They are unacquaint- 
of aed with the unworthy object of many, 
Browgivho are calling loudly fora new trans. 
', aMMation. They cannot detect the igno- 
ny iiggance of those, who, with a smattering 
i cipf the original languages of the scrip- 
ed Maggures, make grave and imposing asser- 
{ defions respecting those languages, and 
ifthe want of conformity in the trans- 
ation to them, where they feel in no 
langer of encountering opposition. If 
ye judge from what we see and hear, 
ye shall conclude, that we have man 


ed, ! . ; 
valu@melves, perfectly qualified for translat- 
toddiing the scriptures. This, in their view, 
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mong us, who appear, at least to them-" 


a 


us, however, hear Dr. Campbell a 
nute, on this subject. ‘* To translat 
says he, ‘‘has been thought, by so 
a very easy matter to one who un 
stands tolerably the language f 
which, aad has*made some progres 
the language into which, the tran 
tion isto be made. To translate 1 
is, however, in my opinion, a task 
more difficulty than is commonly 
agined. ‘That we may be the be 
able to judge in this question, let 
consider what a translator, who w« 
do justice to his author, and his subj 
has to perform. The first thing, w 
out doubt, which claims his attent 
is to give a just representation of 
sense of the original. This it mus! 
acknowledged, is the most essentia 
all. The second thing is, to con 
into his version, as much as _ possi 
ina consistency with the genius of 
language which he writes, the 
thor’s spirit and manner, and, i 
may so express myself, the very ¢ 
racter of his style. The third and 
thing is, to take care that the ver: 
have, at least, so far the quality of 
original performance, as to app 
natural and easy, such as shall give 
handle to the critick to charge the tra 
lator with applying words impropei 
or in a meaning not warranted by tu 
or combining them ina way wh 
renders the sense obscure, and the c 
struction ungrammatical, oreven har 
‘“* Now, to adjust matters, so as, i 
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considerable degree, to attain all these without doubt, thte word xamnasy, i, ¢ 
objects, will be found, upon inquiry, camel, at present in the original, wa 
not a little arduous, even to men who altered by mistake of the transcribey 
are well acquaintéd with the twolan- from xa, i. e cable ; and the only 
guages, and have great command of reason assigned for this opinion Was, 
words. )' that xemsrov, cable, was necessary ty 
“If, then, translation is in general make out the propriety of the figure: 
attended with so much difficulty, what we think, this preacher ought to cop. 
must we think of the chance of success tend, that in this passage, ‘“ strain x 
which a translator has, when the sub- { out] a gnat, and swallow a camel, we 
jectis of so great importance, that an ought to substitute fish for gnat, with, 
uncommon degree of attention to all view to make out the figure, (risum te. 
the abovementioned objects will be ex- neatis amici.) 
acted of him; and when the difference In such cases as we have noticed, se). 
in point of idiom, of the language from dom we presume is there any intentional 
which, and of that into which the ver- injury done to the cause of truth, Such 
sion is made, is as great, perhaps, as attacks, we belicve, arise mostly from 
we have any example of.” Diss. X. ignorance, vanity, thoughtlessness 
How often do we hear from the sa- consequences, or from an ostentatious 
cred pulpit, discussions concerning the parade of learning. But they tend, as 
difference between thé translation and has been belore suggested, to diminish 
the original? as far as we have ob- the» confidence of the common people 
served, this practice prevails most in the authorized version, which is to 
among those preachers, who are least them the ultimate source of religious 
acquainted with the original scriptures. truth. 
This is accounted for from the fact, re. But there is another way of under- 
marked by shrewd observers of human mining the authority of the common 
nature, that mankind are generally most translation in operation, by persons, oj 
solicitous to appear qualified on those whose object we are tully aware. We 
points which constitute their deficien- refer to the eflorts which have been 
cies. We are of opinion, that in nine making for several years, to introduce 
cases out of ten, in which our transla- among us, translations of the scriptures 
tion is attacked from the pulpit, the utterly destitute of faithfulness, and 
preacher is entirely in the wrong. One covering, under the appearance of zeal 
would think, from the course taken by for the reformation of religion, the de- 
some preachers, that our translators sign of subverting the fundamental 
were the merest novices in the learned principles of the Christian faith. The 
languages, and in the business of trans- last attempt of this kind, was ghe pub: 
lation. lication of Waketield’s version of the 
We not only hear the received new testament, and.~the recommen: 
translation attacked from the pulpit, dation of that work, contained in the 
but we have sometimes even heard, prospectus which preceded the pub- 
from the same sacred place, conjectural lication. Our opinion of this work, 
emendations of the original itself. A and the reasons on which it is grounded, 
notable instance of this, we have known, may be suiliciently collected from Nos. 
in a preacher not of an inferiour class, 2 and 5, of the last year’s ‘* Advocate.” 
nor of our order, who in remarking on The only other attempt, which “we 
the passage, (Matt. xix. 24.) “It is ,think proper to notice at present, !s 
easier for a camel to go through the ey ie publication, a lew years siice, ol 
of anéedle than for a rich man to en- what is called, ‘‘ an improved version 
ter into the kingdom of God;’’ very of the new tesiaiment, upon the basi 
gravely ipiormed lis audience, that, of archbishop Newcome’s new transl 
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tion, with @ corrected text, and notes cri- tion of particular tenets, never issued 
tical and explanatory.”” We know from the British press. 
ibers MM that extraordinary efforts were made — “* Much as we reprobate,” they con- ; 
only HM to get this translation into circulation, tinue, ‘‘ the matter of this publication, 
Was, and we believe they have not ceased. and the plan on which it is conducted, 
y to By these means, many unsuspecting the means which are employed to in- 
ure! HM persons have been deceived. We sinuate it into publick notice, strike us 
con- MM would suggest to our readers the neces- as yet more reprehensible. The as- 
0 at MB sity of caution in purchasing or sub- sumption of the name of a respected 
"6 Mi ccribing for new translations. Great prelate of the church of England, 
tha HM cqution, likewise, ought to be used in (archbishop Newcome,) for the sanc- 
a te: Hi recommending them. ‘To support our tion of a work, in which every doc. 
censure Of the ‘‘ improved version,’’ trine professed by that church, and by 
Sel: Hi we will cite a passage respecting its that respected member of it, is directly 
Onal Hi merits, from the London Quarterly attacked, is something more than arii- 
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uch Mi Review, for May, 1809. fice; it is a falsehood and a fraud. 
iron “it is with no small regret,” say It can have no other c)ject than that of 
| Ol MM the reviewers, ‘that we impart toour procuring a circulation, by drawing in 


ious #M jeaders the disappointment which we unsuspecting purchasers. It is the dag- 
1, @ Hi have experienced, and inform them ger of an enemy under the cloak of a 
nish HM that they have here a work produced friend.” 
ople in aspirit most adverse to-fair investi- We are convinced, that the best 
$10 HM cation, and conducted ona plan which way of establishing a solid conviction 
1005 HM ust ever tend to propagate errourto a of the correctness and excellence of 
dangerous extent. We have occasion the received translation of the scrip- 
der Hi to look very little beyond the title tures, is, to examine its history some- 
M08 HF page, before the disguise is thrown off, what in detail, and to make some com- 
*) Ol Hf and the real nature of the publication parison of it with other translations. 
We betrayed by no unequivocal proofs. ‘To this we now proceed. The origi- 
ecll ME |t is perceived to come from a society nal trom which the following account 
luce of Socinians, and tolave for its main is taken, may be found in Fuller’s 
ures Hl object, the propagation of the peculiar Church History, B. X. 
tenets of that sect. This object is At a conference held at Hampton 
zeal pursued with persevering industry Court, in 1603, between the leaders of 
de Bi and audacious freedom. The sacred the puritans and the bishops, by king 
nia code of Christian faith is mutilated James VI. of Scotland, and I. of Eng- 
I “ and perverted with the most unsparing land, Dr. Reynolds, president of Corpus 
U9" Bt violence. Every allowed rule of fair Christi College, requested his majesty, 
titicism is occasionally violated. The that “the bible be new translated,” on 
meaning of expressions is twisted from account of want of agreement between 
the Hh the acknowledged sense by construc- the translation then in use and the 
, fg lons at once forced and unauthorized. original. ‘To this the king answered, 
* B Confident assertion and gratuitous as- ‘‘1 profess I could never yet see a 
“> i sumption stand frequently in the place bible well translated in English ; but 
OSs of reasoning ; and reasoning, where it I think that of all, that of Geneva is 
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ig is attempted, consists of wrong con- the worst. I wish some special pains 
"© clusions, built on ili-founded premises. were taken for a uniform translation, 4 
Blt fact, we think ourselves fully war- gwhich should be done by the best learn- é 
,°" Branted in affirming, that a more sys- ed in both universities ; then reviewed ; 
is tematick and daring attempt to make by the bishops ; presented to the privy f 


the holy scriptures bend to the sanc- council; lastly, ratified by royal au- MI 











236 


thority, to be read in the whole church 
and no other.” The bishop of Lon- 
don opposed Dr. Reynolds, until he 
saw that the king was pleased with 
the plan, and was determined to have 
itexecuted. In consequence of this re- 
solution, fifty-four translators were ap- 
pointed for the accomplishmeat of this 
important work, and divided into six 
companies. Seven of these appear to 
have died before the commencement 
of the work, or to have been otherwise 
| crhagnann from engaging in it, as only 
orty-seven are found, in Faller’s list. 
The number of persons in each com- 
pany, the places where they were em- 
ployed, and the portion of the scrip- 
tures appointed to each company, and 
the rules laid down by king James for 
their guidance, are as follows : 

There were two divisions or com- 
panies at Westminster, two at Cam- 
bridge, and two at Oxford. The first 
division at Westminster consisted of 
10, and had for their portion, the 
Pentateuch, and the old testament his- 
tory, from Joshua to the first book of 
the Chronicles. The first division at 
Cambridge consisted of 8, and had the 
old testament history from the first of 
the Chronicles, and the Hagiographa, 
i. e. Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Canticles, 
and Ecclesiastes. In the first division 
at Oxford there were 7, to whom were 
assigned, the four greater prophets, 
with the Lamentations, and the twelve 
lesser prophets. ‘The second division 
at Cambridge consisted of 7, and had 
the Prayer of Manasseh, and the rest 
of the Apocrypha. The second Ox- 
ford division consisted of 8, and had 
the four Gospels, the acts of the Apos- 
tles, and the Apocalypse. The second 
division at Westminster was made up 
of 7, and had the epistles of St. Paul 
and the other canonical epistles. 

*¢ Now,”’ says Fuller, ‘‘ for the bet- 
ter ordering of their proceedings, his 
majesty recommended the following 
rules, by them to be most carefully ob- 
served. 


“3. Bbe ordinary bible read in the 
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church, commonly called the bishop’s 
bible, to be followed, and as little 
tered as the original will permit. 

‘© 2. The names of the prophets, and 
the holy writers, with the other names 
in the text, to be retained as near as 
may be, accordingly as they are vul. 
garly used. 

“3. The old ecclesiastical words ty 
be kept, viz. as the word church, not 
to be translated congregation, &c. 

*¢4, When any word hath diver 

significations, that to be kept which 
hath been most commonly used by the 
most eminent fathers, being agreeable 
to the propriety of the place ‘and. the 
analogy of faith. 

** 5. ‘The division of the chapters to 
be altered either not at all, or as little 
as may be, if necessity so require. 

‘6. No marginal notes at all to be 
affixed, but only for the explanation of 
the Hebrew er Greek words, which 
cannot, without some circumlocution, 
so briefly and fitly be expressed in the 
text. 

‘** 7. Such quotations of places to be 
marginally set down, as shall serve for 
the fit referenee of one scripture to 
another. 

“8. Every particular man, of each 
company, to take the same chapter a 
chapters ; and, having translated or 
amended them severally by himsell, 
when he thinks good, all to meet to: 
gether, confer what they have done, 
and agree for their part what shall 
stand. 

«© 9, As any one company hath de- 
spatched any one book in this manner, 
they shall send it to the rest, to be 
considered of seriously and judiciously; 
for his majesty is very careful on tbis 
point. 

“10. If any one company, upo 
the review of the book so sent, shal 
doubt or differ upon any places, 1 
send them word thereof, note the places, 
and therewithal send their reasons; 
to which, if they consent not, the dil 
ference to be compounded at the gene: 
yal meeting, which is to be of the 
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chief persons of each company, at the 
end of the work. 

“11. When any place of special 
obscurity is doubted of, letters to be 
directed by authority, to send to any 
learned in the land, tor his judgment 
in such a place. 

‘© 12. Letters to be sent from every 
bishop to the rest of his clergy, admon- 
ishing them of this translation in hand ; 
and to move and charge as many as 
being skilful in the tongues, have taken 
pains in that kind, to send bis particu- 
lar observations to the company, either 
at Westminster, Cambridge, or Oxford. 

“ 13. The directors in each compa- 
ny to be, the deans of Westminster 
and Chester, for that place; and the 
king’s professors in Hebrew and Greek 
in each university. 

‘“©14, These translations to be used, 
when they agree better with the text 
than the bishop’s bible itself, viz. Tin- 
dal’s, Matthews’, Coverdale’s, Whil- 
church, Geneva.” 

Besides “these directions, three or 
four aged and venerable divines in both 
universities, not engaged in the trans- 
lation, to be assigned by the vice- 
chancellor upon conference with the 
rest of the heads, to be overseers of the 
translations, as well Hebrew as Greek, 
for the better observance of the fourth 
rule above specified. 

‘“‘ And now, after long expectation 
and great desire,’ says Fuller, ** came 
forth the new translation of the bible, 
(most beautifully printed) by a select 
and competent number of divines, ap- 
pointed for that purpose; not being 
too many, lest one should trouble 
another; and yet many, lest many 
things might haply escape them. Who, 
neither coveting praise for expedition, 
nor fearing reproach for slackness, (see- 
ing in a business of moment, none de- 
serve blame for a convenient slowness, ) 
had -expended almost three years in 
the work, not only examining the 
channels by the founfaih, translations 
with the original, which was absolutely 
aecessary, but also comparing chan- 
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nels with channels, which was abun- 
daatly useful in the Spanish, Italian, 
French, and Dutch (German) _lan- 
guages. These, with Jacol:, rolled 
away the stone from the mouth of the 
well of life; so that now even Rachel's 
weak women may freely come forth to 
drink themselves, and water the flocks of 
their families at the same.” 

This bible was begun in 1607, but 
was not completed and published till 
1611. It underwent a thorough re- 
vision in 1769, by Dr. Blayney, under 
the direction of the vice-chancellor 
and delegates of the university of Ox- 
ford; in which, 1. The punctuation 
was thoroughly revised ; 2. The words 
printed in italicks examined, and cor- 
rected by the Hebrew and Greek origi- 
nals; 3. The proper names, to the 
etymology of which allusions are made 
in the text, translated, and entered in 
the margin; 4. The heads and run- 
ning titles corrected; 5. Some mate- 
rial errours in the chronology rectified ; 
and, 6. The marginal references re- 
examined, corrected, and their number 
greatly increased. Copies of this re- 
vision are the most correct copies of 
the present authorized version, 

Such a work as our translation, pro- 
ceeding from so much various erudi- 
tion, employed with such anxious care, 
presents great and various claims to 
our respect. The history of it, which 
has been given, must gain the highest 
authority, and entitle it to our highest 
confidence. It was produced by the 
collected learning of the age, an age 
certainly not exceeded in extent of 
biblical learning in England by the 
present. It is not merely a faithful 
translation, conveying the meaning of 
the original writers, but it gives their 
very style and manner of expression. 
We know of but one general transla- 
tion equal to it, and that is the Ger. 
man one of Auguste and De Wette, 
published within a few years. There 
are some specimens of parts of the 
scriptures executed in excellent style. 
Of these, the best are Rosenmueller’s 
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translation of Job, and a part of the 
prophets, contained in his commentary 
on the old testament, Storr’s translation 
of some epistles of St. Paul, likewise 
contained in his commentaries, and 
bishop Lowth’s Isaiah. 

In most of the new versions we have 
seen, strange specimens are to be 
found. Purver translates Jobn xvili. 
12, **So the regiment, the colonel, and 
the officers, took Jesus and bound bim.”’ 
Waterland proposes, Acts xix. 58, “in- 
stead of, ‘the law is open and there 
are deputies ‘* it is term time, and 
the judges are silting.”’ Horwood, in 
Luke xiii. 6, says, ‘a gentleman had 
planted a fig tree.” Waketield trans- 
lates James i. 17, “ the father of lights 
with whom is no parallax, nor tropical 
shadow!” = Campbell, Matt. iv. 15, 
has the canton of Zebulun, for land of 
Zebulan. Again, in the miracle of 
the loaves, Matt. xvii. 24, how many 
maunds ye filled ; and we have seen 
proposals by a man of our own country, 
to have a republican translation ot the 
bible, in which, instead of kings, po- 
tentates, lords, thrones, &c. we may 
have presidents, senators, statesmen, 
chairs of state, &é. 

We know it has been objected to 
our translation that many words and 
modes of expression have become ob. 
solete. That there are some such in- 
stances we admit, but we dceny that 
they are either numerous or important. 
The words are very few, which can- 
not be found in the best dictionaries of 
our language. At the same time, the 

nglish bible is the principal standard 
of the English language, and has done 
more to preserve its purity, than all 
our gther books together. Perhaps it 
right be well to amend places in our 
version, containing obselete words and 
phrases, and where it does not agree 
exactly with the original; but we are 
convineed, that a new translation in 
ceneral is quite unnecessary, and 

vould be unfavourable to the interests 
at religion 
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Hitherto, for the most part, Christians 
of every name, in England and the 
United States, have, in their contro. 
versies, appealed to king James’s trans. 
lation, as of common standard authori. 
ty. We pretend to nothing of the 
spirit of prophecy, but we hazard the 
conjecture that this situation of things 
will not continue long. We have 4 
party amoung us liber al in name, bold, 
and determined on innovation. This 
translation stands in their way. It 
presents a formidable obstacle to their 
designs, We believe them to be wait- 
ing with impatience the proper time 
for giving their adherents a version of 
the whole scriptures, which shal] speak 
their views. We believe also that it 
is very possible for men to ** wrest the 
scriptures to their own destruction,” 
and we solemnly call upon all restless 
and determined innovators, to pause 
and consider what they are doing, 
when they throw aside a translation 


which has, heretofore, been a bond of 


union among ail, to which our ears 
have always been babituated, whose 
language we have always heard and 
repeated, from childhood, and in which 
we have always seen the word of God 
arrayed ; to set up a standard transla- 
tion of their own, so prepared as to be 
clearly decisive in supporting all their 
j 


favourite dogmas. M. 


To the E.litor of the Gospel Advocate. 


BRIEF ARGUMBNT IN FAVOUR OF EPIS- 
COPACY, FROM STACKHOUSE, 


‘‘Anp as they would not, if they 
could, so neither is it probable that 
they could, if they would, have in- 
troduced, into the universal church, 
another form of government, than such 
as was instituted by the apostles. I, 
indeed, only one or two churches had 
been governed by bishops, there would 
he room to suspect that this might be 


an undue deviation trom the apostoli- 
” 





“_-= a@ 


a oOo = we 70 _ —, 


sie 





Aug, 


tians 
the 
ntro- 
rans. 
hori. 
the 
! the 
Ns 
fe © 
old, 
This 
lt 
heir 
Vaite 
titne 
yn of 
jeak 
it it 
the 
yn,” 
(less 
iuse 
ing, 
tion 
d of 
ears 
1Ose 
and 
hich 
God 
slae 
» be 
heir 


. 


PiS- 


hey 
that 

in- 
‘ch, 
uch 

Lf, 
had 
uld 


he 


oli- 














cal pattern. But when all the churches, 
founded by the apostles, though never 
so remote, and not so much as known 
by name, to one another, did all agree 
in the same form of government, so 
that there is not one church we read 
of, but what we are able to prove was 
governed by a single bishop ; this, we 
think, could never, so soon, so univer- 
sally, have been brought about, unless 
all churches had, together with the 
same faith. received aiso the same 
foria of government from the apostles. 
if the several bishops, in their several 
churches, did challenve and exercise 
au authority over their presbyters, 
which was contrary to the command 
of Christ and the institution of the 
apostles, how came it to pass, that no 
presbyters did ever oppose them, and 
object to them this violation of their 
Lord’s command,and invasion of their 
rights ? If the apostles did delegate an 
equal share of ‘authority to every pres- 
byter ot each church, how caine these 
presbyters quietly to suffer this au- 
thority to be forced away trom them, 
and transferred upon the bishops ? 
Why did not the presbyters of that 
age, as well as some of ours, pretend 
that they were equal to the greatest 
of the bishops? Were not they. whio 
lived in the next age, as well acquaint- 
ed with the practice ot the apostles, 
are, at the distance of so many 
And if they were, how 
that no presbyter ot 


as we 
centurics ? 
came it to pass. 
them all had, in those days, courage 
enough to tell an assuming bishop, 
‘that he arrogated too much to him- 
self; that he could not but know, what 
every one knew, that the Lord, and 
his aposties, from whom they received 
their faith, their doctrine, and their 
authority, had decreed that there should 
be an exact equality between them, 
and no one pretend toa superiority over 
another ?’ And yet it is certain matter 
of fact, that such an authority was 
exercised without any opposition ; that 
such a power was challenged by 
bishops, and never resisted by pres- 
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byters; and that, from the age next 
after the apostles, to the age next be- 
fore ours, there never was above one 
presbyter* taken notice of in history, 
(and him we find branded as a heretick 
on this account,) as pretending to be 
equal to a bishop.” Body of Dti- 
vinity, p. 743, fol. 


If the foregoing argument is just, 
and I believe it has never yet been 
answered, how can those, who have 
thrown aside the Episcopacy, answer 
it to their consciences or their God, 
that they continue, against light and 
knowledge, in a state of schism ? 

S. 
ansiiaane 


To the Editer of the Gospel Advocate. 


THE INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY ON 
THE SAVAGE CHARACTER, 


I was much interested in the obser- 
vations of your correspondent, in the 
number of the Gospel Advocate for 
June, on the last days of James II. 
It is indeed delightful, as he observes, 
to find Christianity, even when debased 
with errours, shedding its benign in- 
fluence upon such a mind.  Illustra- 
tions like this, of the practical influ- 
ence of our holy religion, seem to me 
to» be eminently useful; and I have 
thought that it might not be unpleasing 
to your readers, after contemplating 
its effects upon the heart of a bigoted 
and cruel monarch of one of the most 
civilized nations of the earth, to turn 
to the wilds of America and see it 
there subduing beneath its mild and 
peaceful yoke, the lawless ferocity of 
the children of the forest. For this 
purpose, I send you the following 
extracts from a work lately published, 
entitled. ** A Narrative of the Mission 
of the United Brethren among the 


* Acrius, a presbyter in Asia Minor, who 
first maintained that bishops were not su- 
periour to presbyters, tlourished in the lat- 
tar part of the fourth century. This idea 
was first acted upon by Calvin at Geneva, 
about the year 1536, and the presbyteriag 
govermment established there in 1541, 
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Delaware and Mohegan Indians, from 
its sommencement in the year 1740, 
to the close of the year 1808.” By 
the Rev. Jolin Heckewelder. Mr. 
Heckewelder has become advanta- 
geously ‘known to the publick by his 
**Account of the History, Manners, 
and Customs of the Indian Nations, 
who once inhabited Pennsylyania and 
the neighbouring states.” Perhaps 
there is no man living who has a more 
intimate knowledge of the Indians, 
than this venerable missionary ; for he 
resided among them more than 40 
years, became intimately acquainted 
with the Lenni Lenape language and 
its dialects, and enjoyed the confi- 
dence and friendship of those among 
whom he laboured. I scarcely need 
to add that his integrity is unimpeacha- 
ble, and that implicit reliance may be 
placed upon what he relates from his 
own knowledge. I have thought it 
necessary to connect the extracts, by a 
concise statement of such intervening 
events as require to be known, in order 
to render the narrative conspicuous, 

The Christian Indians, under the 
missionary Zeisberger, in the spring of 
1760 removed from Goshgoshink, (Eng. 
place of hogs,) on the Alleghany riv- 
er, to Lawunakhannek, (Eug. middle 
branch or stream,) distant about fif- 
teen, miles S. W. 

‘* At Goshgoshink, the Indian preach- 
er, Wangomend, had gaineda great 
ascendancy over his hearers, after the 
Christian Indians had leit that place ; 
yet it sometimes happened, that, in the 
midst of his joy, he had the mortifica- 
tion to sce some of his people leave 
him, and join the Christian Indians. 

‘¢ Among the numerous visitors which 
had come to see the new Christian In- 
dian congregation at Lawunakhannek, 
was a most distinguished character, 
named ~ Glickhican, (in English, the 
stud, or foremost sight on a gun bar- 
rel.) This extraordinary man was, by 
all who knew him, both admired and 
dreaded, on account of bis superiour 


courage asa warrior, his talents jp 
council, and his unequalled manner o 
delivering himself as a national orator, 
or speaker : he at that time being firs 
counsellor to the chief of the Wo 
tribe, Pakanke, at Cascaski, (Cusheush. 
ke,) on the Big Beaver. ‘This man, 
with the approbation of his chief and 
the council, had undertaken to go 
purposely to Lawunakhannek, there 
dispute with, and confound the mis. 
sionary Zeisberger, on the doctrine } 
was preaching to the Indians. A 
though he had thought himself arme 
at all points, sufficiently to withstand 
any white preacher’s doctrine, he haf 
the good sense not to begin the co 

test, but suffer the missionary to prea 

as usual, until he should be able t 
detect doctrinal errours. Having a 
tended the preachings of Zeisberger, 
for that purpose, he was so struck with 
conviction of the truth of what hg 
heard, and feeling the power of tle 
precious word, that he, wherever lé 
went, and on his return to Cusheushke 
reported favourably of the missiona 

and his converts ; which was the rez 
son that, in the year following, the 
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were invited to come and settle in thal 


country. 
“The declaration of this nuch ad 


mired man, effected also a change igi 


the minds and conduct of the chi¢ 
and council of Goshgoshink ; who now 


instead of forbidding their people t® 


go to hear the missionary preach, e 
couraged them to go, the consequenc 
of which was, that many went, heard 
and believed, and joined the congre 
gation at Lawunakhannek ; while Wan 
comend, the Indian preacher, findi 


himself deserted by those who hag 


hitherto supported him, now sought 
gain the good will of those he hi 
hitherto persecuted. 

In consequence of hostilities, amon 


some of the neighbouring heathen Ing 


dians, the Christians in 1770 again r 
moved and formed under the sa 
missionary, a new settlement on th 
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Bigbeaver about 20: miles from _ its 
mouth, which they called Langundowi- 
brator,y oteey or peace village; and here they 
1g firstff were met by Glickhican. 

Wol * On the arrival of these Christian 


heush§ Indians, the neighbouring Indians were 
} Mane astonished to see people of their na- 
ef and tion, differing so much in their ‘man- 
to go ners and behaviour from themselves, 
ere tom and to hear a doctrine preached, they 
e mig never before had heard. The chief 
‘ine hamcame from Cusheushke to’ welcome 


Al# them ; but the scene was soon changed, 


armeif™ when he saw that his first counsellor, 
hstan(™ Glickhican, left him and joined ‘the 
1e ha(#Christian Indians. Indeed, the loss 
e commof this man was considered a_ partial 
preacim loss to the whole nation.” 

ible t= While they were at this place, they, 
ing amin common with the other Christian 
vergermindians, received an invitation from 
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the great council ef the nation, to 
settle on the Muskingum, where they 
would be received as friends, and 
have the choice of land, on which 
they might live in peace and safety. 
This emigration was completed during 
the year 1772, and the new settle- 
ment was called Shonbrun (Eng. fine 
pring. ) 

Here the following rules, after having 
been approved by the national assist- 
ants, i.e. those Indians who assisted 
he missionaries in their labours, were 
ead and accepted by the whole con- 
fregation. 

‘1. We will know of no other God, 
quenc@mor worship any other but him who 
heardffas created us, and redeemed us with 
vongre@mis inost precious blood. 

e Wan “© 2. We will rest from all labour 
findingpn Sundays, and attend the usual 
10 ~haifteetings on that day for divine service. 
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ught @ “3 . We will honour father and moth- 
ie hagier, al support them in age and dis- 


ress, 
“4. No one shall be permitted to 
en InffWell with us, without the consent of 
‘ain regeur teachers. 

, sam@ “5. No thieves, murderers, drunk- 
on th@@rds, adulterers, and whoremongers, 
tall be suffered among us. 

ol ADVOCATE, 


amon 


VOL, Il. 





“6, Noone that attendeth- dances, 
sacrifices, o¥!Heathenish testivals, can 
live among us. 

“7, Ne ne using Trchappictr (or 
witchcraft) in hunting, shall be sutlered 
among us. 


“<8, We will renounce all juggies, 
lies, and deceits of satan, 
“9, We will be obedient to our 


teachers, and to the helpers, (national 
assistants,) who are appointed to see 
that good order be kept, both in and 
out of the town. 

‘“ 10. We will not be idle and lazy, 
nor tell lies of one another, nor sirik<« 
éach other: we will live peaceably to- 
gether. 

** 11. Whosoever does any harm to 
another’s catile, goods, or effects, &c. 
shall pay the damage. 

‘© 12, A man shall have only one 
wife, love her and provide for ber, 
and the children. Likewise, a woman 
shall have but one husband, and be 
obedient unto him; she shall also take 
care of the chiJdren, and be cleanly in 
all things. 

“13. We will not permit any rum, 
or spirituous liquor, to be brought into 
our towns. If strangers or traders 
happen to bring any, the helpers (na- 
tional assistants) are to take it into 
their possession, and take care not to 
deliver it to them until they set off 
again. ‘ 

*© 14, None of the inhabitants shall 
run in debt with traders, nor receive 
goods on commission for traders, with- 
out the consent of the national assis- 
tants, 

‘© 15. No one is to go on a journey 
or long hunt, -without informing the 
minister or stewards of it. 

“© 16. Young people are not to marry 
without the consent of their parents, 
and taking their advice. 

‘© 17. If the stewards or helpers ap- 
ply to the inhabitants for assistance, 
in doing work for the benefit of the 
place, such as building meetings and 
school houses, : clearing and fencing 
Jands, &c. they are to be obedient. 
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** 18. All necessary contributions for 
the publick, ought cheerfully to be at- 
tended to. alo 

‘The above rules were made, and 
adopted ata time when there was a 
profound peace ; when, however, six 
years afterwards, (during the revolu- 
tionary war,) individuals of the Dela- 
ware nation took up the hatchet to 
join in the conflict, the national assist- 
ants proposed, and insisted on having 
the following additional rules added: 
namely, 

*©19. No man inclining to go to 
war, which is the shedding of blood, 
can remain among us. 

“*20, Whosoever purchases goods 
or articles of warriors, knowing at 
the time that such have been stolen or 
plundered, must leave us. We look 
upon this as giving encouragement to 
murder and theit. 

** According to custom, these rules 
were, at the commencement of every 
year, read in publick meeting ; and no 
new member, or applicant, could be 

rmitted to live in the congregation, 
without making a solemn promise, that 
be or she would strictly conform to 
them.” 

At the commencement of the strug- 
gle, between Great Britain and her 
colonies, the congress sent commis- 
sioners to the Indian nations to per- 
suade them to remain neutral, A di- 
vision, however, took place among the 
Delawares ; some taking side with the 
British, and declaring for war, others 
desiring to remain at peace, according 
to the advice given them by con- 
gress. The war party were headed 
by a noted chief called captain 
Pipe; the peace party, by a chief 
still more conspicuous, called captain 
Whiteeyes. Unhappily this chief took 
the small pox, and died in the year 
1778, in consequence of which, the 
war party gained the preponderance 
in the national councils; and the Chris- 
tian Indians were greatly harassed on 
account of their determination to live 
in peace. ‘The war party, under cap- 
fain Pipe, having removed and settled 


at upper Sandusky, formed a design to 
take the missionaries, and send them as 
prisoners to Detroit, and to compel 
the Christian Indians to remove, and 
settle at upper Sandusky with their 
heathen relatives. They had the im. 
pression, that if the missionaries were 
removed, the Indians might be brought 
to renounce their religion, and take 
part in the war. This design was 
accomplished the 4th of September, 
1781., A body of three hundred war. 
riors surrounded the settlements, took 
the missionaries prisoners, plundered 
and laid waste the three towns of 
Gnadenhutten, Salem, and Shonbron, 
and compelled.all the Christian Indians 
to remove with them. 

The following account of the con- 
duct of Isaac Glickhican, the chief 
abovementioned, on this trying occa. 
sion, will show what a complete revolu- 
tion had been effected in his character, 
by the influence of the Christian re- 
ligion. 

A young Indian woman having pri- 
vately absconded, captain Pipe and 
his party imagined that she had gone 
to Pittsburg to give notice of their 
designs ; and suspicion fell on Isaac 
Glickhican, her uncle, that he had sent 
her off privately. 

‘* They were rejoiced, to get a hold 
of this man, whom they both hated and 
dreaded. Hating bim, on account oi 
his conversion ; and dreading him as 
aman, who, prior to his joining the 
Christian Indians, had been, beth in 
council and in the field, superiour te 
many of their ablest characters, 

Sixteen of the bravest Delaware: 
were ordered on an expedition, t 
take this (single) man, if possible, 
alive; if otherwise, to bring his scalp 
these with shrieks and yells, all mount 
ed on horseback, galloped off for Salem: 
and in a few hours brought him, with 
his hands tied on his back, to the hal! 
king ; when, after a strict examination 
being smade, and his innocence fully 
proved, he was acquitted, although 
loaded with reproaches by his enemies, 
and the rabble. 
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“On the arrival of the party at Sa- 
jem, they surrounded the house, at 
such a distance as they thought would 
prevent his escaping them ; but, fearing 
fo enter, they watched for his coming 
out. Isaac seeing them from the in- 
side, stepped out, and addressed them 
thus: ‘Friends, by your mancuvres, 
| conclude you are come for me ; if so, 
why do you hesitate? Obey your or- 
ders; 1 am ready to submit. You ap- 
pear to dread Glickhican, as formerly 
known to you. Yes, there was a time, 
when | would have scorned to have 
been assailed in the manner you medi- 
tate; but l’am no more Glickhican !* 
lam Isaac now, a believer in the true 
and living God ; and for whose sake I 
am willing to suffer any thing, even 
death !” Then stepping up to them, 
with his hands placed on his back, he 
aid, ‘ you want to tie me, and take me 
along, do so.” With trembling hands 
they tied him, and took him off. In 
passing by our camp at Gnadenhutten, 
while they were taking him to the 
half king, he addressed us: ‘a good 
morning, my brethren!’ to which we 
replied : * good morning, fellow prison- 
et, be of good cheer!’ ‘ Yes, yes, 
said he in reply) 1 am so.’ ” 

(To be continued.) 





SERMON,.—No. XVII. 

MLIVERED IN BOSTON, BEFORE THE 
CONVENTION OF THE PROTESTANT 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, OF THE STATE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS, JUNE 19, 1822. 

Nenemian ii, 17. Then said I unto 
them, Ye see the distress that we are 
in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are burned with 
fire: come, and let us build the wall 
of Jerusalem, that we be no more a 
reproach, 


Iris the dictate of wisdom, as well 
% the voice of inspiration, that it is 
*“ Glickhican,” was his original Indian 
tame, the word signifies the stud, or sight on 
4gun barrel, 
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a good thing to be always zealously 
affected in a good cause. Success in 
any undertaking is not the reward of 
idle wishes, vain imaginations, or de- 
sultory efforts. Nothing valuable can 
be attained, without diligent application 
and persevering industry. This maxim 
is generally acknowledged by men 
pursuing temporal “good. In order to 
acquire earthly riches, honours, and 
pleasures, men will cheerfully encount 
er hardship, fatigue, and danger; and 
endure the greatest exertion both of body 
and mind. For the meat that perishes, 
they labour with unremitting zeal and 
persevering effort. To obtain the ob. 
ject of their wishes, they feel that 
they cannot do too much. Now if 
this line of conduct may be deemed 
wise, in seeking the transitory objects 
of time and sense, how much more in 
the pursuit of eterna] joys! ‘‘ For what 
is a man profited if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul, or 
what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul ?” 

The character of Nehemiah, as re- 
corded in the bible, appears highly 
interesting, and worthy of imitation. 
He was probably a descendant of the 
tribe of Judah. Atan early period of 
life he was employed in the service of 
king Artaxerxes. He was soon pro- 
moted to the high office of cup-bearer 
to the king. This station afforded him 
an opportunity of doing much for his 
distressed countrymen. On a certain 
interview with some of the men of 
Judah, they informed him that the 
city was in a most wretched con- 
dition; that the walls were broken 
down, and its gates burnt, so that the 
inhabHants were exposed, not only to 
the insults of their enemies, but also 
to the reproach of their neighbours. 
This melancholy intelligence greatly 
affected Nehemiah. For many days 
he fasted and prayed in behalf of his 
afflicted brethren; acknowledging their 
faults, deprecating God’s judgments 






































Se 





244 


and humbly praying, that his design in 
asking the king’s permission to go to 
Jerusalem, might be crowned with 
success. His long abstinence and pun- 
gent sorrow had made such a visible 
alteration in his appearance, that it 
was soon noticed by the king, who 
inquired the cause of this sudden al- 
teration. After the first shock of fear 
had subsided, he frankly explained 
the cause of his grief. ‘* Why should 
not my countenance be sad, when 
the city, the place of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates 
therecf. are consumed with fire ?” 
After hearing his request, the king gave 
him full power to repair the walls of 
Jerusalem, to set up the gates, and to 
fortify the city. He likewise gave 
him letters to all the governours in 
his dominions, commanding them to 
afford all possible assistance in carry- 
ing on the work. ‘lo confer a still 
greater honour, he commanded the 
captains of his army to escort him in 
safety to Jerusalem. On his arrival, 


he was received by the people with 


joy and tokens of respect. After 
taking a view of the city, he called 
together the rulers of the people, and 
thus addressed them. ‘ Ye see the 
distress that we are in, how Jerusalem 
lieth waste, and. the gates thereof are 
burned with fire: come, and let us 
build up the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we be no more a reproach.” 

This is a brief view of the circum- 
stances connected with the text. All 
scriptére is given by inspiration of 
God, afd is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness ; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. ‘ The 
things that, were written aforetime, 
were written for our learning, that we 
through faith and patience may in. 
herit the promises.” 

The words of the text are full of 
meaning, and as important to us, as to 
those to whom they were first addressed. 
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Although they had a local reference 
to the afflicted Jews, exciting them to 
strenuous efforts to reinstate themselves 
in their former civil and_ religious 
privileges; yet the call upon the 
people of God, to do all in their power 
to extend the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
is no less direct and imperious. To 
build up the walls of Zion, and to pro- 
mote the influence of religion on earth, 
is the constant prayer and unceasing 
effort of every pious man. This ob- 
ject lies near the hearts of all the fol- 
lowers of Christ. They esteem ii 
their greatest happiness to be made the 
humble instruments of advancing such 
a glorious cause. 

In further pursuing this subject, we 
purpose to consider the text, as a loud 
and urgent call to all the friends of the 
Episcopal church through this country, 
to arise and build the walls of Zion: 
to make every possible exertion to 
build up our decayed and languishing 
churches, and promote a revival of 
pure religion among all our people. 
The necessity and propriety of . this 
must be obvious to every pious and 
intelligent person of our communion. 

The similarity of the afflicted state 
of the Jews, and that of the Episcopal 
church in this country is so striking, 
that it must occur to every one who is 
acquainted with her real condition. 
The time was, when the church in 
these United States, under the fostering 
care of her pious mother in England, 
flourished and rapidly increased in 
piety, numbers, and influence. Her 
clergy were learned, zealous, and pious; 
they were an ornament to the country, 
and a blessing to the world. Under their 
faithful ministrations, the people were 
fed with the pure milk of the word, 
and built up in faith and_ holiness. 
The order and discipline of the church 
were strictly observed and held in vene- 
ration; her fences were all kept up, 
and the beasts of prey were not suffered 
to enter ber sacred inclosures. ‘* But 
how has the gold become dim, and the 
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most fine gold changed!” It is’ well 
known to you, my brethren, that the 
church in this country, fof nearly halfa 
century, has been in a depressed and 
jesolate state. God, in his righteous 
providence, has seen fit to .visit her 
with sore judgments. Many and great 
have been the calamities she has 
passed through. Like’ her divine Sa- 
your, she has been despised and reject- 
gd of men. Her holy ordinances have 
been neglected, and ber government 
and worship have been traduced. Many 
circumstances have conspired to re- 
duce her low, and even to threaten 
her existence. But, though her affllic- 
tion has been severe, and the opposi- 
tion she has had to encounter, great and 
lormidable ; yet, blessed be God, she 
has not been wholly overcome. Even 
inthe most gloomy period there has 
jeen a righteous remnant, who have 
perseveringly espoused her cause, and 
delended her against all the attacks of 
her enemies. Still, the church in this 
country may be truly said, even now to 
be clad in mourning. ‘ Zion stretcheth 
orth her hands, and there are but few 
0 comfort her. Her adversaries com- 
pass her round on every side. The 
ways of Zicn mourn because so few 
come to her solemn feasts. Her gates 
ae desolate, her priests sigh, her vir- 
gins are afflicted, and she is in bitter- 
ness.’ We have been taking a view 
her desolations, and our eyes have 
ifiected our hearts. We find many of 
the sanctuaries where our fathers wor- 
shipped, now desolate and mouldering 
todust. In many consecrated places, 
where once the voice of praise and 
lhanksgiving ascended to heaven from 
a thousand tongues, now, no voice of 
praise is heard. Desolation breathes 
found. No voice is heard but the 
hoarse wittd, howling over our fathers’ 
sepulchres. 

But amidst this gloom and desolation, 
a gleam of light and hope appears. 
esee, or we seem to see the shadows 
Passing away. ‘The clouds appear to 
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be broken; the day is advancing; the 
rays of the morning sun begin to gild 
the mountain tops. The trees of 
Lebanon lilt up their weeping heads. 
From the holy hill of Zion, a voice is 
heard from the King of saints, saying 
to his afflicted spouse, the church, 
‘‘ Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee. For, behold, the darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness 
the people: but the Lord shall. arise 
upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee. And the gentiles shall 
come tg thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising.”’ ** The sons 
of them that afilicted thee shall come 
bending unto thee ; andall they that 
despised thee shall bow themselves 
down at the soles of thy feet; and they 
shall call thee, The city of the Lord, 
The Zion of the boly One of Israel.” 

My brethren and friends, we are 
assembled in this holy place to call 
upon God; to invoke the presence 
and blessing of the great Head of the 
church ; to hear his holy word, and 
to consult on the best means of ad- 
vancing the prosperity of that portion 
of the church committed to our care. 
With what profound reverence and 
deep humility, should we enter these 
holy courts! With what. self-abase- 
ment, and prostration of soul, should 
we confess our sins and implore the 
divine mercy! 

Permit me, then, on this occasion, to 
suggest a few thoughts, which J hope, 
through the divine blessing, may be 
serviceable to us all. And first I would 
invite the attention of my reverend 
fathers and brethren in the ministry. 

Dear fellow labourers! Would we 
be instrumental in buildimg up the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and in“promot- 
ing true practical piety in the hearts 
of our fellow men? Then, first of all, 
it becomes us at all times to feel, and 
acknowledge, our entire dependence 
on God, to aid, and bless our feeble 
efforts. Paul may plant, and Apollos 
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water; but God alone must give the 
increase. Without Christ we can do 
nothing. Are we desirous to build up 
the walls of Zion, to repair the old 
waste places, and to restore the paths 
to walk in; then we must build on 
that foundation which is Jaid in Zion; 
for other foundation can no man lay, 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
There is no other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we can be 
saved. More particularly, would we 
build up our languishing-churches, en- 
large the borders of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and promote the salvation of 
the people committed to our charge, 
then we must faithfully, and affection- 
ately preach the gospel of Christ. We 
must, with enlightened zeal, and per- 
severing fidelity declare the whole 
counsel of God, whether men will 
hear, or whether they will forbear. 
We must, by all prudent means, lead 
our hearers into an influential and 
practical belief of the humbling doc- 
trines of the cross. ‘To this end, we 
shall lead them to form correct and 
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scriptural views of the character of 


God and themselves. First of all, we 
shall inculcate the scriptural doctrine 
of the trinity in unity; the supreme 
divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the divinity and personality of the 
Holy Spirit. Then we shall teach the 
doctrine of human depravity, and the 
natural alienation of the heart from 
God. From this, we shall show the 
necessity of the atonement of Christ 
to expiate human guilt, and the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit to renew 
and sanctify the heart. 

We shall daily impress upon our 
hearers the necessity of repentance 
towards Godiand faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and a life of holy obe- 
dience to his commands, We shall show 
our people, from the word of truth, that 
true repentance is the turning of the 
heart, from the love and practice of 
of sin, to love and serve God, And 
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that real saving faith is nothing less, 
than a cordial and unreserved submis. 
sion of hear to the whole gospel of 
Christ: that it works by love, pro. 
duces good works, purifies the heart, 
and overcomes the world. With af. 
fection and tender sensibility, we shall 
declare the awful denunciations of dj. 
vine wrath against the workers of 
iniquity ; and the dreadful doom that 
awails the impenitent and unholy ig 
the world to come, 

These are the great, fundamental, 
and distinguishing doctrines of the 
bible. And they are the doctrines o/ 
our church. For the first six hundred 
years after our Saviour’s ascension, 
these doctrines were cordially receiv. 
ed throughout the Christian world.— 
Although Arius and other hereticks at. 
tempted to counteract their influence: 
yet they were firmly embraced, 
the doctrines of the gospel, by all the 
followers of Christ. Many, with their 
dying breath, have confessed their be- 
lief in these doctrines, and sealed with 
their heart’s blood, their attachment 
to them. 

But for wise reasons, unknown to us, 
the great Head of the church permitted 
tares to sprigg up among the wheat. 
Through the instrumentality of popery, 
and by other means, the church be- 
came gradually corrupted. The pure 
doctrines of the gospel were obscured, 
and a darkness that might be felt, 
overspread the moral and intellectual 
world. But though cast down, the 
church has not been destroyed. There 
never was a time, in the most gloomy 
season, when there were not seven 
thousand that did not bow the knee to 
Baal. Like the flaming bush which 
Moses saw, though continually burning, 
the church has not been consumed. 
It is now nearly three hundred years 
since she emerged from the dark re- 
gions of popery and superstition, and 
assumed her present primitive and 
scriptural form. Let us, then, with 
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s zeal and undaunted courage de- 
her noble bulwarks, and repair 
ier waste places, 
scondly. But if we would ef- 
ally build up the walls of Zion, 
rge her borders, and strengthen 
stakes, we must be aware of the 
sition we have to encounter. 
ysterious are the dispensations of 
ie providence. God can, and often 
, bring good out of evil. He can 
2 even the wrath of man to praise 
and restrain the remainder thereof. 
are assured that all things shall 
: together for good to those who 
God. 
herefore, my brethren, we need 
fear. The church is safe. God 
, and Zion must prosper. The 
3 of hell shall never prevail against 
Let us then take courage and 
1 up to our work. Relying for 
on the great captain of our salva- 
let us gird on the whole armour of 
, and fight manfully under bis 
er. We live in an interesting day. 
prince of darkness is mustering 
iis forces. He is putting into 
on every machine, and every in- 
nent that he can command, to 
ort his tottering throne. 
such a day as this, it highly be- 
2s those, who are set as watchmen 
ie walls of Zion to be awake and 
ged; to lift up their voice like a 
pet; to cry aloud, and spare not, 
ow the people their sins and their 
gressions, to warn them of their 
er, and excite them to flee from 
vrath to come. Motives, solemn 
ernity, impel us to make every 
ble exertion to alarm the thought- 
to awaken the stupid, to reform 
‘icious, to comfort the feeble mind- 
and promote pure and undefiled 
on through the world., Our eter- 
estiny and the destinies of those 
iitted to our care, are in a great 
e suspended on the fidelity with 
1 we perform the ‘all-important 
3 of the sacred oflice. We are 


: watchmer on the walls ef Zion, 
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Therefore we must never sleep upon 
our post ; but with faithful vigilancetbe 
always ready to give warning of ap- 
proaching danger. The faithful watch- 
man will deliver his own soul, He 
will never daub with untempered 
mortar. He will never cry peace, 
peace, when there is no peace to the 
wicked. 

We are ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 
It is required in stewards that a man 
be found faithful. Let us, then, with 
hearts glowing with the love of Christ, 
and with an abiding impression of the 
worth of souls, be instant in season, 
and out of season; and with wisdom, 
prudence, meekness, and tenderness, 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with all 
long-suffering and doctrine. 

TLirdly. But while we faithfully 
preach the gospel, and inculcate the 
doctrines of the church, let us by no 
means lose sight of any of her distin- 
guishing beauties, and characteristick 
excellences. It is our happiness to 
belong to a church, founded by Christ 
and his apostles; and by the agency 
of the Holy Spirit continued to the 
present day. It is our bounden duty 
to defend her sacred formularies, and 
to transmit them unimpaired to the 
latest generation. Let us live near to 
God, and by prayer and supplication 
make known our desires tohim. We 
can neither study, nor preach, nor per- 
form any ministerial duty with propri- 
ety and effect, without const: ctly seek. 
ing divine assistance. While with one 
hand we wield the pea in defence of 
truth, let the other be raised to heaven 
with fervent aspirations, that we mav 
be led into all truth. Above all, let us 
preach by a holy example. Let us 
show by our life and conversation, that 
the doctrines we preach have an abid- 
ing influence upon our own hearts. 
The ministers of Christ are not to re- 
semble sign-posts, that merely show 
passengers the right way, while they 
walk not in it themselves. Nor are 
they to resemble the scribes ané 
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pharisees who bound heavy burdens, 
and grievous to be borne, and laid 
them on men’s shoulders, but would 
not move them with one of their fin- 
gers. But “in all things, approving 
ourselves as the ministers of God; by 
pureness, by knowfedge, by long-suf- 
fering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost ; 
by love unfeigned; by the word of 
truth; by the power of God; by an 
armour of righteousness, on the right 
hand and on the left; by honour and 
dishonour ; by evil report and good 
report; as sorrowful, yet always re- 
joicing ; as poor, yet making many 
rich ; as having nothing, and possessing 
all things.” 

In the second place, I would invite 
the attention of my brethren the latty. 
And first, If the ministers of the gos- 
pel are to take the lead in this glorious 
work, they are not to stand alone. 
They need, and I trust will have, your 
co-operation, your prayers, and your 
efforts. Nehemiah would never have 
succeeded in repairing the walls of 
Jerusalem, without the united and 
persevering efforts of al! his friends. 
** Then I told them,” he says, “ of the 
hand of my God, which was good upon 
me; and also the words of the king 
which he had spoken unto me. Then 
they said, let us rise and build. So 
they strengthened their hands for this 
cood work,’’ 

Undoubtedly, you are aware, that 
many of our churches in this diocese, 
and esps:ially in this commonwealth 
are ina depressed and languishing con- 
dition. They demand our immediate 
attention. The people in our destitute 
parishes manilest a strong desire to 
enjoy the means of grace, and are 
willing to do all in their power to sup- 
port a clergyman; but they are desti- 
tute of adequate means. Could they 
for a short time be supplied by mis- 
sionary efforts; they would probably, 
in a few years, be able to support the 
gospel by their own exertions. Could 
you, my respected hearers, take a per- 


spective view of the destitute and de- 
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plorable condition of many of ow 
churches in this country ; could ym 
hear the earnest request of thousands 
and tens of thousands for mission 
aid ; your hearts would be pained wit. 
in you: you could never rest uni 
you had made eyery effort to the e. 
tent of your ability, to impart to thea 
the word of life. From Maine to Mis. 
souri, the cry echoes and re-echoes, 
* come over and help us.” The field 
are white already to the harvest ; but 
the labourers are few. We need 4 
this moment, in addition to what we 
now have, three hundred pious, abl 
clergymen, and fifty thousand prayer 
books, in order to supply our vacant 
churches, and form new societies that 
might be immediately colleeted. Never, 
since the settlement of this country, 
has the call for missionary exertions ig 
our church been so loud anu pressing 
as it is now. And shall this call be 
heard by us in vain? Can we tum 
away our ears, and harden our hearts 
against the intreaties and tears ol our 
friends—of our brethren ? 

Can we, while other denominations 
of Christians are contributing very 
largely to send their missionaries to 
every part ot the globe, * fold our arms, 
and close our eyes, and cry a litt 
more sleep, a little more slumber, a 
little more folding of the hands to 
sleep ?” 

Secondly. | would further observe, 
that we have every encouragement lo 
exert ourselves in behalf of our dest 
tule brethren. The pious zeal they 
exhibit, to do allin their power to help 
themselves, and the earnest solicitude 
they manifest for aid and assistance, 
certainly entitles them to our respect 
aud liberality. My brethren, the 
Episcopal chureh in this country & 
awakineg trom bersiumbers, and arising 
from the long night of depression aid 
adversity. ‘lhe old prejudices, thal 
have so long fettered the minds of the 
American people, are fast vanishing 
away. Men are beginning to res 
and examine for themselves ; auad the 
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result is favourable to the church. The 
rapid increase of the church evinces, 
that the publick sentiment is in her fa- 
your. More has been done within 
three years past, to advance her in. 
ferests and extend her influence, than 
has been done for many years before. 
The united and simultaneors voice of 
the friends of our communion, through 
the country, appears to be, ‘‘ let us rise 
up and build, that we be no more a re- 
proach.”’ Although much bas been 
done, by many pious individuals of our 
church, yet much more remains to be 
done. We have done enough to show 
us the importance and practicability 
of making greater efforts. At such a 
time as this, let it be impressed on the 
mind of every member of our church, 
that we are called to humble, diligent, 
and persevering exertions. Missiona- 
ries must be sent, and they must be 
supported. Large sums are immedi- 
ately wanted to carry on this pious 
and benevolent work. Let all! the 
members of our church consider them- 
selves called upon, in their several 
stations, to do something for Christ. 
More than six hundred millions of our 
fellow men are sunk in heathenish 
darkness, depravity, and wretchedness. 
They have no well grounded hope ; 
they are without God in the world. 
They are perishing for lack of know. 
ledge. They are constantly depart- 
ing this life, and taking up their abode 
with all the nations that forget God. 

The heathen need the gospel ; 
there is no other remedy for them. If 
the gospel is worth any thing to us, it 
is equally valuable to them. They 
can no more be saved without it, than 
we can. It is an impious dream of 
infidelity, that ought to be chased from 
the earth, down to the place from 
whence it sprung, that God has design- 
ed different religions for different na 
tions. If this be true; what mean the 
solemn denunciations of his holy word, 
so numerous, so tremendous, against 
all idolatry, and all idolaters? What 
means the great commission of our 
32 ADVOCATE, VOL. II. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, “ go ye into all 
the world, and disciple all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost?” What means the mo- 
mentous declaration, “ there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we can be saved,” but 
that of Jesus Christ of Nazareth ? 
In a word, what means the whole gos- 
pel of Christ—the entire word of God ? 
{f mankind can be saved without the 
gospel, why has a divine revelation 
been given ? 

But while we commiserate the de- 
plorable condition of heathen nations, 
and contribute of our abundance to 
send them the gospel, let us ever bear 
in mind that charity begins first at 
home. [In many whole counties and 
large districts within the United States, 
there are no sabbaths; no sanctuaries; 
none to show them the way of salvation. 
Can a single heart be unimpressed, or 
a single hand idle, while such calls for 
compassion abound? No, my friends, 
these obligations, I trust, are too strong 
not to be felt; these calls too solemn 
not to be heard. Be intreated, then, 
with one consent to come forward to 
the help of the Lord; to unite heart 
and hand in building up the walls of 
Zion, and promoting the prosperity of 
that church, for which Christ shed his 
precious blood. Embrace every op- 
portunity, to the extent of your ability, 
to increase the funds of the missionary 
society, aud to send bibles, prayer- 
books, and religious tracts to the poor 
and destitute. In these labours of love 
let none refuse to join. We hail it, as 
the prelude to the glorious millennium, 
that pious females are more exten- 
sively engaged, and actively useful in 
building up the church, than at any 
former period of the world. Let them 
go forward with increasing activity and 
zeal, in this delightful work ; so wor- 
thy of women protessing godliness, and 
so beneficial tothe church of God, 
And let them, by -precept, as well as 
by example, train up their daughters in 
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principles and habits, so well calculat- 
ed.to elevate the female character, and 
to enlarge the sum of human happiness. 
In a word, our plans of co-operation, 
for, carrying.on this holy work, must 
embrace every class and every age. 
Let old and young, male and female, 
rich and poor, unite their exertions ; 
and like the pious Jews of old, say, We 
will arise, and build thé walls.of Jeru- 
salem, that we be no more a reproach 

Finally, to all our efforts to ad- 
vance the prosperity of the church, and 


promote the influence of the religion of 


Christ, let us join fervent, and united 
prayer All Zion’s blessings come down 
from her King and Head He will be 
inquired of, by his people, to do for 
them that which they need and desire. 
Has not the great Head of the church 
promised, that if any two of his people 
shall agree, on earth, as touching any 
thing which they shall desire, he will 
rant their request ? 

What blessings, then,,may we not 
hope will be shed down upon the 
church, when the thousands of our 


Israel are found bowing together upon’ 


their knees before the throne of grace ; 
and “ saying for Zion’s sake we will 
not hold our peace, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake we will not rest, until the righ- 
teousness thereof go torth as brightness, 
and the salvation there -of, as a lamp that 
burneth.” 


— <a 


{We have received the journal of the 
thirty-eighth annual convention of the 
church in Pennsylvania, a summary of 
which our readers will find under the 
head of religious intelligence. We 
think it proper to present to them in a 
more prominent manner the following 
extract from the address delivered by 
the bishop at the opening of the con- 
vention, both on account of the impor- 
tance of the subject, and also the value 
which must be attached to the sen- 
timents of this venerable father of 
the church, by every one who pays 
any deference to the long tried expe- 


rience of age, or,to the sober dictate 
of wise and. prudent piety.. We aq 
with pleasure the following resolutiog 
passed unanimously, as we understand 
by the convention, 

**On motion of Mr. Meredith, Resoly. 
ed, That this convention feel it to hp 
their duty, the performance of whig, 
accords with tlieir sentiments of 
veneration and affection towards they 
bishop—to record on their minut 
their testimony to the distinguished ge. 
vices, which in her councils, as well x 
in his pastoral and episcopal offices, hy 
has rendered in establishing and mai, 
taining the church in the United Statey 
and espeeially in this diocese—to the 
wisdom and moderation which bare 
uniformly characterized his course 
conduct, and were particularly display. 
ed in his address to this convention, in 
inculcating opinions, and recommen. 
ing rules of conduct, which cannot fail 
to advance her prosperity, by mait- 
taining her principles in purity, and a 
the same time tend to the cultivation 
of charity and good will with all be 
Christian brethren.” ] 


** There is a subject on which your 
bishop wishes to record his opinion, 
matured by the long experience of his 
ministry, and acted on by him, as le 
thinks, to the advantage of the church 
It is the conduct becoming us towards 
those of our fellow Christians who as 
severed from us by diversity of wor 
ship or of discipline ; and in some in 
stances, by material contrariety 
points of doctrine. 

‘*The conduct to be recommende(, 
is, to treat every denomination, in the’ 
character as a body, with respect ; an¢ 
the individuals composing it with de 
grees of respect, or of esteem, or 0 
affection, in proportion ta the ideas et 
tertained of their respective merits: 
and to avoid all intermixture of adm 
nistrations in what concerns the faith. 
or the worship, or the discipline of the 
church. 

“On the conduct to be observed to 
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ward every denomination, it is not in- 
tended to recommend silence concern- 
ing any religious truth, from the mis- 
taken delicacy of avoiding offence to 
opposing errour ; nor to censure the ex- 

sing of the errour, if it be done in a 
Christian spirit, and in accommedation 
fo time and place. ‘To take offence at 
this, is to manifest the spirit of persecu- 
tion, under circumstances which have 
happily disarmed it of power. But 
when, instead of argument, or in de. 
signed aid of it, there is resort to mis- 
representation and abuse; or, when 
the supposed consequences of an opi- 
nion are charged as the admitted senti- 
ments of the maintainer of it; these 
are Weapons as much at the service of 
errour, as at that of truth; are the often- 
est resorted to by the former; and are 
calculated to act on intelligent and in- 
genuous minds, as reason of distrust of 
any cause in which they may be em- 
ployed. 

“It is no small aggravation of the evil, 
that it tend§ to retard the time, which 
we trust wil] at last be brought about 
by the providence of God ; when, in 
consequence. of friendly communica- 
tions, arising out of the ordinary inter- 
courses and charities of life, there will 
be such an approximation of religious 
societies in whatever can be thought 
essential to communion, as that they 
shall ‘with one heart and one mouth 
glorify God.’ For,to those who have 
attended to the first workings of what 
has ended in the divisions and subdi- 
visions among Christian people, it must 
have been @vident, at least in the 
greater number of instances, that with 
diversity of sentiment, there might have 
continued the ‘ unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace,’ had it not been for 
the intrusion of p®rsonal injury, or 
provocation, the effects of passion or of 
interfering interests, which have some- 
times insensibly induced the persuasion 
of service done to the cause of God, 
when in fact, human views had a domi- 
nant share in determining the conduct. 

** There has been referred to, in fae 
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vour of the point sustdined, the dan» 
ger of exciting and increasing unfriend- 
ly feeling between differing denomina- 
tions. {t ison this principle, although 
there are other considerations tending 
to the same effect, that your bishop 
has resisted all endeavours for an inter- 
mixture of administrations, in what con- 
cerns the faith, or the worship, or the 
discipline of the church. In every 
known instance, in which it has pro 
ceeded from the usurpation of authori- 
ty by individuals, it has been produc- 
tive of conflicting opinion, and of need- 
less controversy. On some occasions, 
our institutions have been treated with 
disrespect, and doctrines unknown in 
them have been taught, within our 
walls, ‘There have even been advanced 
claims of rights, to what was granted 
as temporary indulgence ; and thus our 
property in religious houses has been 
rendered insecure: all under the notion 
of fiberality and Christian union. It 
would be painful to have it supposed, 
that any reference is here had to the 
many respectable ministers of other de- 
nominations whose characters are in 
contrariety to the offences stated. Of 
the intrusion of such men, there is no 
apprehension entertained at present ; 
ani if the door should hereafter be 
thrown open, the most-forward to enter 
it would be persons of the most mode- 
rate pretensions in talent and in ac- 
quirement. 

‘It is confidently believed, that 
what is now said would not be offen- 
sive to the more respectable and pro- 
minent persons, whether clerical or lay, 
in the concerns of other religious soci- 
ties; who would probably concur in 
the declaration, that the contrary as- 
sumption, when carried into effect, in 
opposition to the governing authority 
in any religious denomination, is the 
intolerance, which, in former ages, pur- 
sued its designs by penal laws ; but is 
now reduced to the necessity of making 
hollow professions of fraternity : the 
object being the same, with difference 
only in the means. By any among 
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ourselves favouring such designs, for 
what they may conceive to be a righ- 
teous end, it should be considered, 
that, however commendable the being 
* zealously affected,’ there is the qua- 
lification of ‘a good thing ;’ and that 
fhere can be no goodness in what is 
contrary to modesty, and tends to un- 
necessary controversy and division : 
for, if the attempted intermixture should 
be accomplished, there must be the 
severance of those who would ‘ seek 
the old paths,’ not without sensibility 
to the hindrances opposed to the 
‘walking in them.* Thus, there 
would be an increase of division, grow- 
ing out of what had been prolessedly 
undertaken for the healing of it. 

‘** [t is difficult to be on the present 
subject, without giving occasion to the 
iujurious charge of bigoted attachment 
to our communion: to guard against 
which, consistently with the acknow- 
ledgment of decided preference, it may 
be expedient to be more particular. 

** Our church calls herself Episcopal. 
She affirms Episcopacy to rest on sczip- 
tural institution, and to have subsisted 
from the beginning. On the varying 
governments of other societies, she pro- 
nounces no judgment. ‘The question 
is, not whether we think correctly, but 
whether we are to be tolerated in what 
we think. If this be determined in 
the allirmative, we must, to be consis- 
tent, interdiet all other than an Episco- 
pa! ministry, within our bounds. 

“ Again; our church is decidedly 
in favour of a form of prayer, believing 
it to be sanctioned by divine ordain- 
ment under the law ; by the attendance 
of our Saviour and of his apostles, on 
composed forms in the synagogues and 
in the temple; and by indications of 
their being in use in the primitive 
church. We do not judge harshly of 
the publick prayers of our fellow-Chris- 
tians; but we allege, that among our- 
selves, the people are not to be depend- 
ant on the occasional feelings, or the 
discretion, or the degree of cultiva- 
tion, of an officiating minisier, With 
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such views, it, is contrary to what we 
owe to the edification of the people, 
were we to give way to the introduc. 
tion of the latter species of devotion, 

** Once more. That our church 
teaches the doctrines of grace, and 
holds them to be of paramount impor- 
tance, is obvious to all. Man’s utter 
want of righteousness by nature ; his 
absolute incapacity of merit, whether in 
the state of nature, or in that of grace; 
his being under the governinent of pas 
sions impelling to sin, any further than 
as counteracted by principles derived 
from grace; the agency of the Holy 
Spirit in this, going before, that he may 
have a good will, and working with 
him in the exercise of it; and finally, 
the meritorious ground of all benefit, in 
the propiHiatory offering of the Re- 
deemer ; are not only affirmed in our 
institutions, but pervade them. We 
rejoice, so far as any of our fellow- 
Christians consent with us in acknow- 
ledging the said essential truths of 
scripture. But in some publick con- 
fessions, we think we find embodied 
with those truths, dogmas neither re- 
vealed in scripture, nor deducible from 
its contents; and, in some instances, 
contradicting what our church explicitly 
teaches. The introducing of such mat- 
ter among ourselves, is what we cannot 
countenance: and introduced it would 
be, under the intermixture here object- 
ed to. Of this we bave had instances, 
where an alien agency has been ob- 
truded: and, if it should be counte- 
nanced, the consequences would be in 
the greatest degree injurious. 

** If, after all, tbere should be a lean- 
ing in any mind to the plausible plea 
of liberality, let there be an appeal to 
the fact, which will bear a strict inves- 
tigation, that every proposal to the pur- 
pose, when explained, amounts to the 


surendering of one, or of another of © 


our institutions, without conformity to 
them in any instance. 
Brethren, 
‘It is fit, that there should be expli- 


citly declared, the motive for the pre- » 
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sent expression of opinion. It has been 
confidently acted on by the deliverer 
of it, in alliance with esteem for worth, 
jn whatever individual or body of men 
it was discerned to reside, It cannot 
be expected, that he will continue much 
longer to sustain any of his opinions, 
either by argument, or by example. 
He hopes, that they who. may be ex- 
ed to survive him, entertain similar 
views of what the exigences, and even 
the existence of our church require. 
But, lest an effort to the contrary should 
hereafter be made hy any, he wishes 
to oppdse to it, and to leave behind 
him, his premonition; and to attach to 
it whatever weight, if there should be 
any, may be thought due to his long 
experience and observation. Under 
this impression, he bas made it a part 
of his official address, to appear, for the 
urpose stated, on your journal. 
“Although, during the administra- 
tion of the episcopacy, | have had the 
encouragement of seeing the growth of 
the church in this state from very small 
beginnings, yet it is certain that the 
sphere of usefulness is extending be- 
yond proportion to our present means 
of providing fur the exercise of the mi- 
nisiry and of administration of the or- 
dinances. This is mentioned, as an 
excitement to the endeavours of all the 
active members of our communion, and 
of my reverend brethren in particular ; 
in which it is my purpose, that, by the 
grace of God, there shall not be want- 
ing, so long as ability of mind and of 
body may be continued, the best ser- 
vices of the remainder of my days. 


* WILLIAM WHITE.” 


SE 


[lr is not our design to enter into 
controversy ; but since we have pub- 
lished the letter of P. C. we regard it 
as an act of justice, to insert the fol- 
lowing, in reply.] 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Charlestm, (8...) July 3, 1822. 
The letter of P. C. having been 
érigiestinyaddressed to myself, | readi- 


a 


Reply to P. C, 
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ly recognised it in your number for 
May. | feel it a duty, as his answer 
has been published, to request that 
the communication which gave rise to 
it may be also admitted into your 
columns. Similar letters were ad- 
dressed to other members of our 
church, and answers received, ex- 
pressive of their approbation of the 
paper, and requesting that their names 
might be set down as subscribers. I 
hope | may add with propriety and 
without offence, that my own senti- 
ments were perfectly in accordance 
with theirs, and equally so are those 
of other respectable members of the 
Episcopal cliurch, who have read the 
letter of P. C.. While, therefore, I 
thank him for the pains he took with 
that elaborate composition, I feel it to 
be an act of naked justice to declare, 
that, as I becaine one of its earliest 
subscribers, I shall feel myself bound 
to continue such, whilst I shall be as 
well satished with the editor as I have 
been up to the twenty-sixth number. 
Bear with me a few moments longer. 

If there be a difference between 
the essentials and non-essentials of 
Christianity, we must not class the 
doctrines of the trinity, of the atone- 
ment, and of justification by faith, with 
the questions respecting orders and 
forms of worship; we must not rank 
the evangelical protestant churches 
with such societies as deny, or have 
corrupted the doctrines abovemen- 
tioned: we may not pray for the 
prosperity and diffusion of these; but 
may we not ask a blessing on those, 
as fellow-jabourers in the Lord’s vine- 
yara! In fine, if the churchman is 
liberal of his time, his talents, his 
worldly goods, in the service of his 
own denomination, may he not, is he 
not indeed bound, to spare a portion gf 
these earthly blessings, to those who 
agree with him in * the main doctrines 
of the bible?” Are we prepared to 
say, that God will be well pleased, if 
our all is devoted to our own “com- 
partment of the great fold’ My 
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heart, my conscience, my understand- 


ing, tell me that he will not. 
HIERONYMUS. 


Letter to P. ©, 

Charleston, (8. C.) Jan. 19, 1822. 

Dear siayHaving had the pleasure 
of corresponding with you, on the in- 
terests of the community, within the in- 
fluence of our society, permit me to 
avail myself of this introduction, to in- 
Vite your attention to another subject of 
deep concern to our state at large, in a 
religious point of view. Experience 
has shown, that the Episcopal church in 
South Carolina cannot support a pe- 
riodi¢al paper peculiar toitself. But the 
maintenance of some publication in this 
state, recurring at short but regular 
intervals, and devoted to the great 
common interests of all the protestant 
sects; who agree in the main doctrines 
of the bible, is extremely desirable, 
not to say indispensable. If then 
we cannot by ourselves upho!d a week- 
ly journal, appropriated to our exclu- 
sive benefit, shall we not (rather than 
be destitute of any at home) freely 
and anxiously unite with those, who 
hold the same fundamental truths, in 
the effort to narrow the limits and 
counteract the imfluence of the un- 
believer, the heretick, and ‘the hea- 
then? We are indeed better guarded 
than other reformed churches against 
those who keep not the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. But this very 
security from the materials which com- 
pose it, keeps us much apart from those 
who agree with us in the essentials of 
Christianity, and of course we are less 
known to the people of other denomi- 
nations, than it is desirable we should 
be. An opportunity is now therefore 
offered, of diffusing a knowledge of the 
interests and progress of the Episcopal 
church, without giving offence or ex- 
citing jealousy. Shall we not, then, 
gladly embrace it, when at the same 
time we have the rich satisfaction of 
knowing that we promote the great 
cause of genuine. religion, of sound 















philosophy, of enlightened charity, and 
of useful literature. . 

This letter is aecompanied by the firs 
number of the S. 1. and by the report 
upon which the undertdking is founded, 
From these proofs of the merit, and 
objects, and prontise of the work, | 
trust you will be disposed to favour it 
From the knowledge I possess of the 
sentiments of the editor, and of some 
of the principal persons concerned ig 
the establishment of the paper, EU say 
with confidence that the communica 
tions of our clergy on the subject 
within the plan of the paper, will be 
very gladly received. . It will not es 
cape your notice, that all questions 
between those denominations, who 
agree in the main doctrines of the 
bible, are wisely excluded, as it is a 
great object of duty, as well as of in- 
terest, to congjliate the good-will and 
engage the efforts of all such, in the 
Prosperity of the paper. If well sup. 
ported, it must be eminently serviceable 
to the cause of Christianity, and will 
certainly contribute largely to raise the 
literary character of South Carolina 

I need scarcely add that your sub- 
scription will of itself be a service 
beyond what every person indiscrimi: 
nately could render, and I trust you will 
feel yourself bound, after being satis- 
fied of the religious and literary merit 
of the paper, to promote its circulation 
by recommending it to others. 
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[Tne following well written com 
munication we take from the Church 
man’s Magazine, As it is very impor 
tant to the peace and harmony and 









prosperity of our parishes, that on thei yy 
side of the clergy there should Lemp; 
diligence and industry, so is it equally fe 
important, that on the part of thet) 
parishioners there should be a prope an 
consideration of t¥eir manifold labours gM th 
and a disposition.ta lighten, ratheico 
than to aggravate, their burdens. Wdi¥in 
trust, therefore, that the per theof thi th 
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of our readers. } 


ON PAROCHIAL VISITATIONS. 

MesskS. EDITORS,—As most of you 
wre clergymen, I think | can rely on 
you to publish the few remarks I send 
youy On a department of miuisterial 
futy, which, [ believe, clergymen in 
eneral discharge with less satisfaction 
fo their people, than most others con- 
ected with their oflice—I mean paro- 
ial visitations. I believe there are 
OW clergymen, even among the most 
onscientious. who are not often pained 
at heart by the complaints, and almost 
he reproaches of their people, for not 
isiting so much as they ought. ‘These 

















kindness ; but when the poor pastor 
finds himself accused at every door, 
of * being a great stranger,” of “ hav- 
ng forgotten them,” of “not having 
lled for a great while,” the repeti- 
tion of the charge, with the consequent 
ypdfogies; becomes burdensome in the 
extreme ; the pleasure, as wellas profit, 
of parochial visits is greatly diminish- 
ed, and it requires a_ considerable 
share of Christian philosophy to per- 
form them with a good grace. 

Few laymen, I presume, are accu- 











duties imposed on a clergyman. who 
has the charge of an extensive parish. 
They acknowledge, perhaps. that he 
bas considerable to do; but take him, 
on the whole, to be a man of much lei- 
sure. Of the exhausting and debilitating 
effects of prolonged study in the com. 
position of sermons, they can, of course, 
know but little. They have no suspi- 
cion that the feelings of the labourer, 
who retreats tired to his dwelling, when 
his day’s work is done, are enviable 
feelings, when compared with those of 
the student, worn down, and shattered, 
and debilitated to the last degree, by 
the fatigues which usually follow a 
course of mental exertion: “ Men err 
in nothing,” says Cecil, “ more than in 
the estimate which they make of hu- 
man Jabour.’”? Describing, in his lively 


On Parochial Visitations.«: 
say will be profitable to all classes of 


pxpostulations are meant, no doubt, in. 


rately acquainted with the extent of 
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way, the estimate which men,made of 
his labours in his study, he says, “ * he 
makes a sermon on the Saturday, he gets 
into his study; he walks from end to 
to end, he scribbles ona scrap of pa- 
per, he throws it away and scribbles 
on another, he takes snuff, he sits 
down, scribbles again, walks about.’ 
The man cannot see that here is an ex- 
haustion of the spirit, which, at night, 
will leave me avorn to the extremity of 
endurance. He cannot see the num- 
berless efforts of mind, which are cross- 
ed, and stifled, and recoil on the spirits ; 
like. the fruitless efforts of.a traveller to 
get firm footing among the ashes on the 
steep sides of Mount Attna.” 

Were these labours less than they. 
are, we should not so often have. to 
read the melancholy tale of promising 
young men cut down in the begiuning 
of acareer of useful exertion ; of their 
falling martyrs to the pursuit of know- 
ledge, and eminent usefulness in their 
profession. But they are labours, of 
which the major part of a congregation 
can be supposed to know little or no- 
thing. They are unseen, they are not 
fully taken into account; and there- 
fore plead little in excuse for the minis- 
ter’s not being so much with his peo- 
ple as they think he might. 

Besides, the man has, perhaps, from 
fifty to one hundred and fifty families 
on his list of parishioners, each of 
whom has equal claims on his atten- 
tion. Now, it might reasonably be 
claimed as a piece of justice towards 
him, that his people should take the 
trouble to compute how many times 
in the year he can make the en- 
tire circuit in his visitings, allowing 
at the same time for those multiplied 
special calls of duty. which must be at- 
tended to. They should remember 
also, that, whether indisposed or in 
health ; with buoyant’spirits, or with 
spirits worn down with anxiety .and 
mental labour, he is expected to be at 
his post on a Sunday, prepared to give 
his customary discourses, whether they 
are there tohear him ornot, Ifhehas 
spent his week, or any considerable 
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part of it, in visiting, his people may be 
gratified by ‘it, but his sermons will 
ueither be very profound nor edifying. 

There can be no doubt but that the 
members of a congregation are pleased 
with the attention of a beloved pastor; 
and the desire of rendering himself use- 
ful, as well as the pleasure of a pasto- 
ral intercourse with his people: will, 
at all times, be a sufficient inducement 
to visit them as often as his other duties 
will permit. The people ought to be 
persuaded of this; nor can they, in 
justice, constitute themselves judges of 
what he can perform in the way of 
visiting, without prejudice to the other 
departments of his duty. ‘* The lips 
of the priest should keep knowledge ; 
for the people seek the law at his 
mouth.” He cannot be expected to rise 
even to mediocrity in bis profession, 
without giving a considerable portion of 
his time to study ; and so long as the peo- 
ple are persuaded that he is labouring 
for their good, they ought to be will- 
ing to relinquish the pleasure of seeing 
him more frequently at their houses, 
than is consistent with the successful 
prosecution of his studies. 

On the other hand, the. advantages 
of personal intercourse with his people 
are so great, that he will seize every 
opportunity of enforcing in private 
what has been delivered from the pul- 
pit, and “ testify from house to house, 
repentance towards God, and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” He “ will 
not cease to warn every one, day and 
night,” but * be instant in season, aud 
eut of season;’’ at stated times, and 
when opportunities of doing good oc- 
cur; not forcing advice upon persons 
when it is more likely to do harm than 
good, but watching for the mollia tem- 
pora fandi, the happy occasions of 
speaking and admonishing with effect. 
“A chief reason” —says the admirable 
Secker, whose two last charges to the 
clergy of the diocese of Canterbury, 
ought to lie on the table of every minis- 
ter—* a chief reason, why we have so 
little hold on our people is, that we 
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converse with them so little, as watch, 
men over their souls. ‘The’ pastors of. 
the foreign protestants outdo us greatly 
in this respect, and are honoured jp 
proportion. The Romish priests haye 
their laity under their hands, on one 
account or another, almost continually, 
and acquire by it an absolute dominion 
over them. Both the old dissenter 
from our church, and those who are 
now forming new separations, gain and 
preserve a surprising influence a 
their followers, by personal religioys 
intercourse. Why should not we leam 
from them ?”’ 

By stating this part of the clergy. 
man’s duty, | hope I shall clear myse 
of the suspicion of pleading the caus 
of an indolent minister, who thinks be 
has nothing more to do than to appear 
in his pulpit at the stated hours of ser. 
vice. [have merely wished to suggest 
to a class of your readers, the variety 
and extent of a clergyman’s engage. 
ments ; and that, although he may be 
prevented from holding as much per- 
sonal intercourse with his people as 
both he and they could desire, he may 
still be watching for their souls with all 
the painful solicitude of one who feels 
that he must give an account. 

DI AKONOS. 
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For the Gospel Advocate, 
EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH, 


Transiated from the original German of 
K lopstock. 
(Continued from p. 195.) 


BOOK HU. 


Argument. ‘The suuls of the blessed per- 
ceive the Saviour awaking at the break of 
day, and salute him with songs of holiness. 
Jesus hears from Kaphael, John’s guardian 
angel, that this disciple is engaged in behold- 
ing a man possessed by satan. He goes and 
finds Samma (for so he is called) ready to be 
destroyed by the fiend, enrag’d at his ap- 
proach. Jesus replies nothing to the provd 
speech of the arch enemy, but the latter's 
compelled to fly before him. Samma & 
freed from his pangs, and John remains alone 
with Jesus among the tombs. Satan seeks 
his hell; relates what he has seen ; and de- 
termining on the death of the Saviour, m ¢ 
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a fallen angel, Satan is unable to 
from rage, but Adramelech answers for 
him and approves of every thing the fiend 
has said, as likewise all the counsel of hell. 
Satan and Adramelech seek the earth to put 
their designs into execution, and Abbadona 
follows ata distance. He sees at the gates 
of hell another, Abdiel, a good angel, and his 
r friend. He epeaks sorrowfully to 
him; but the other will not look upon him. 
Abbadona then goes through the gate, and 
at the entrance of the world laments his 
lost heaven, and doubts of ever being pardon- 
ed, After some time he attempts to anni- 
hilate himeelf, but in vain. Satan and Adra- 
melech, ia the mean time, full of rage and 
malice, approach the Mount of Olives. 


Now ‘.ad the morn above the cedars beam’d 

Aod Jesus rose, and those within the sun 

Saw him, and straight two heav’a-born spirits 
sang, 


Adam and gentle Eva, raptur’d thus. 


' Adam. 
Loveliest of days, O hail: hallow’d be thou 
Before each future day ; amid the train 
Of thy companions, thou art loveliest. 
Wher thou returns’t, the blessed souls of men 
And seraphs shall salute from east to west. 
Descendest thou to earth, the heavens shall 

sound 

With orions loud pealed ; seek’st thou God 
Amid his sanctuary with thy beams, 


There, too, shall hallelujahs mount sublime 
Hail thou ne’er dying- 


And find thee there. 
da 

That to our sight the Christ discoverest, 

Earth’s meek Messias in his lowliness : 

0 Saviour, loveliestin thy mortal garb 

Of Adam’s race, how on thy front reveal’d 

Stands Godliness; and shows thee as thou 
art, 


Eve. 
Holy art thou that hast Messias borne ; 
Holier than Eva, mother of mankind ; 
Her sons are sinners countless, all alas; 
But thou hast brought to life a guileless 
power, 
A meek Redeemer ; he, the Son of God, 
Whom no creator form’d, was born of thee. 
Tis now, O earth, I fix my wandering look 
With tenderness on thee, for deep liest thou 
Sweet paradise amid th’ o’erflowing waves 
Ofthat dread deluge, and! ne’er may see 
thee. , 
Thy tall and shady cedars, wv the hand 
Of God’s-self planted, and thy peaceful 
haunts 
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Of virtue, now defaced hie, no storm 

No desolating angel will’d to save : 

Thou art e’er lost. But humble Bethlehem, 

’T was -_ thy walls the sacred mother bore 

im, 
Thou art mine Eden; David’s holy fount 
Shall eM for Eva flow, as the springs where 
rat 

She saw herself eternal. Lowly shed, 

From eae his plaintive cry first issued 
orth, 

O be to her the bowers of innocence. 

Had’st thou, O Godly one, first clasped me 

Mid Eden’s bowers, when that dread deed 
Was o’er ' 

Of fatal disobedience, I had gone 

With thee to where the God of terrours 
stood ; 

To where beneath him Eden yawned a tomb, 

And that forbidden tree of knowledge wav’d 

So awfully behind; where voices spake 

The curse that thunders hail’d, those words 
oF might 

At which I sunk to earth ; and sunk to die. 

O then amid those terrours close embrac’d 

I would have held the Saviour and ex- 
claim’d : 

Father of heaven have mercy; still thy 
wrath ! 

Lo thine own Son against thy breast reclines, 


Adam. 
Hallow’d art thou and praiseworthy, O God; 
Thou, who hast given thine own immortal Son 
From thy blest image form’d to save the 
race, 
The tear-doom’d race of Adam !"God hath 
heard : 
My sighs; and seraphs and the souls above 
Of those that sleep among my sons have 


view’d 
My grief o’erfurrow’d cheeks. Were'’t not 
for thee, 


Balmy Messias, I had yet complain’d 

Amid my still repose: but thy mild love 

Hath pitied, shelter’d ; and thy saving hand, 

O Chnist, has learnt the sorrower blessed- 
ness. 

And now, O Mediator, deignest thou 

To ~~ the form of man condemn’d to 

ust. 

Praises be to thee, Saviour, finish soon 

Thy sacrifice of mercies ; and renew 

That earth for which thou hast not once dis- 
dain’d 

To leave the skies: save, save thy natal 
earth, 

Thine and thy creatures’; then re-seek the 
heaven 

And hear thy gentle mercies hail]’d around : 
God-man, Redeemer ! 
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Thus spoke the voices of the souls throughout 

The vault with rays o’erspread, while far 
below 

Messias heard them; so do hermits hear, 

In thoughts on future wrapp’d amid the calm 

Of their own solitudes, the wandering voice 

Of earth’s Creator; even so did Christ, 

Hearing the far-tun’d sounds, ascend the 
mount. 

Full in the middle of the Olive bill 

Stood loftiest palms, on green mounds rais’d, 
each dew?d 

With morning’s spangled mists ; their shades 
beneath 

Messias heard the voice of him, who watch’d 

In spirit guise around the soul of John; 

Raphael his name. And gales soft flitting 
bore 

Towards Christ his speech, unheard by mor: 
tal ear. 

Raphael, the Saviour cried, with looks of 
love, 

Come wander near me viewless to mankind ; 

And tell me, how hast thou iospir’d tie soul 

Of the belov’d disciple thro’ the night ? 

Are his thoughts like to thine, O Raphael? 

So pure? so fervent? where doth he retreat ? 

I have watch’d o’er him, cried the cherubim, 

Like as an angel loves to guard what Christ 

His chosen calls, and hallow’d dreams contain 

His pious soul: dreams that were bent on 
thee.-* 

©! had’st thou seen him, midst his slumbers 
start 

To look upon the Saviour; had'*st thou view'd 

How o’er his front beam’d bright the smile 
of spring ! 

Oft has thy seraph look’d along the bowers 

Of Eden, when the first one slept, and smil’d 

To-see the face of Eva in his dreams, 

Thinking upon th’ Eternal; yet even he 

Seem’d scarcely then so lovely as thy John. 

But sadly, now, he sits, where their dark 
shades 

‘The prophets’ tombs throw forth ; bemoaning 
there « 

A wretch, who paler than the dead around, 

And trembling awfully lies stretch’d, the prey 

Of man’s worst enemy. Shedding soft tears 

Of pity and compassion, may’st thou see 

Close by him thy disciple. Ev’n mine eye 

}ropt fast the kindly tear. I went; but still 

My soul is pierced at the ills of those 

Thyself hast destin’d for eternity. 

He ceas’d: Messias look’d with wrath to- 
wards heaven 

And spake ; O hear me, Father; let the fiend 

Of man before thy justice-seat be brought, 

A sacrifice eternal, that the skies 

May ee, snouts of joy, and hell be- 
hok 


Beneath her depths, shameful and agoniz’d! 
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Thus he ; and slow the prophets’ tombs a, 
proach’d ! 

*Mongst mountains, ever cover'd with tl 
veil 

Of midnight, are they hewn from out a pile 

Of rocks, which chaos-like together lie, 

Thick dark’ning groves the entrance ee 
forbid 

To the maz’d Wanderer ; a gloomy morn 

There but begins to reign when mid-day’s 
beams 

Spread o’er Jerusalem: ev'n then no light 

Of sun congenial cheers those rocks within, 

And nougit save damp cold breezes issue 
forth. 

*T was there beside his youngest infant's grave 

Feeble and senseless Samma sat; for thus 

Was the poor maniack call‘d. Satan had 

epar’d 

This hour of quiet, only to prolong 

With fresher agonies his torment. Near, 

With eyes that bitterly wept up to God, 

Stood yet another son; and him, whom each 

Thus mourned, by a tend'rest mother Jate 

Among those graves was borne; for "twas 
toward 

That scene of awe the fiend in hellish rage 

Th’ extenuated victim lov'd to drag. 

Alas! my father, cried his little son, 

The tender young Benoni, and escap’d 

From out the fearful mother’s grasp ; alas! 

Father embrace me. As he spoke he press'd 

The hand paternal to his heart. He felt it; 

The hapless sire and trembled. But, when 
mov’d 

By childhood’s soft emotions strove the boy 

That father to caress and smil’d in bliss, 

Down *gainst a rock sharp pointed was he 
dash’d 

By th’ unnatural hand, and o’er the stone 

Rurst forth the blood of innocence; the soul 

Scap’d with slight sobs towards its native 
heaven ! 

And now inconsolate he wail’d o'er him 

Clasping with dying hands, of his son’s bones 

The cold receptacle. Alas! my son, 

My murder’d son, he cried, and tears of wo 

Broke from an eye, that death had all but 
clos’d! 

Thus lay he, as the Saviour drew anear. 

Joel, the other son, had hid his face 

Glistning with tears, beyond the father’s 
view. 

But, as he saw Messias reach those graves; 

Father, he cried with joyful wonder, see, 

Jesus, the mighty prophet, comes among us! 

The arch-fiend heard and trembling look’d 
amaz’d 

From forth the op’ning of the vaulted tomb. 

So the false prophet looks from out his cave, 

When the loud thunder breaks across the 
heaven, 
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And vengeance rolls on clouds. Satan, till And wish’d to crush; yea, ev’n beneath 
now, - thine eye, 


Had but tormented, from afar, his prey ; 

And sent forth from the sepulchre remote 

His slow, but fiendish tortures; now he rose, 

Arm’d with death’s terrours, rushing on the 
wretch. 

Samma sprung up, then senseless reel’d to 
earth; 

Yet soon, tho’ struggling with the arm of 
death, 

His feeble spirit made one effort more 

To escape the fiend; and phrenzy led him 
on 

Toward a beetling rock. The demon saw, 


Almighty ! But thou viewedst him, O Christ, 
And quickly bad’st the wings of mercy bear 
Thy creature, that he fell not. Satan knew, 
And trembled at the coming Godhead. 
Peace 
Beam’d from the front of Jesus, on the 
wretch, 
That lay before him ; and reviving force 
Glanc’d from him, as he look’d: and Samma 
now 
Knew his Redeemer; and the tide afresh 
Of life resought his agonized front. 
(To be continyed.) 


== 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Tux thirty-eighth annual convention of the 
protestant Episcopal church in the state 
of Peaonsylvania assembled in St. Petor’s 
church, in the city of Philadelphia, on Tues- 
day the 7th, and was continued by adjourn- 
ment until Thursday the 9th of May, 1822. 
The clergy of that diovese consist of the 
bishop, twenty-six presbyters, and four dea- 
cons. Of the presbyters six are without 
cures, one is president of the college, and one 
a master of the grammar school, leaving 
eighteen presbyters and four deacons, who 
have the cure of souls. ‘The number of con- 
gregations in Philadelphia county are 5— 
Delaware county 4—Chester J3—Lancas- 
ter 4—Bucks 1—Montgomery 3—Berks 
1—Northampton 1—Northumberland 2— 
Columbia 2—Lycoming 1—Luzerne 
Bradford 1—Susquebannah 2—York 1— 
Adams 1!1—Cumberland 1—Hluntingdon 1 
Alleghany 1. ‘Total in 19 counties, 36 cone 
gregations. ‘Ten of the clergy were absent, 
and 23 congregations only were represented, 
by 41 lay delegates. 
Episcopal Acts. 


’ Confirmations in pine parishes 190 
Ordinations—Priest 1, Deacons 4 5 
Candidates admitted l 


(and one transferred to the diocese of 

New York) 

Churches consecrated 2 

The bishop expresses his satisfaction at 
the new organization of the general theologi- 
cal seminary, and the hope that there will 
now be an undivided wish and endeavour to 
support an institution begun under such fa- 
vourable prospects. 

Concerning the plan of a general domestick 
and foreign missionary society, matured at 
the meeting of the special general convention 
Jast autumn, he thus observes : 

** It had been proposed by the convention 





of 1820, but with defects, occasioned by 
oversight, which prevented the- co-operation 
of so great a proportion of our communion, 
as discouraged any effective proceedings on 
the part of the nominated trustees. ‘The de- 
fects have been supplied ; sundry important 
maprovements have been added; and the 
whole organigation having been matured with 
care, and resolved on with general consent, 
it is to be hoped, that all the members of our 
communion will take an interest in carrying 
the design into effect.” 

Attached to the society for the advances 
ment of Christianity in Pennsylvania, “is a 
female tract society which continue their ex- 
ertions in publications, small in size, but emi- 
nently instructive.” 

The prayer-book society, in consequence 
of gratuitous distributions beyond their means, 
are obliged to confine themselves to sell to 
subscribers at the least possible price; and 
by this economy hope to retrieve their affairs, 

** ‘he Sunday school society,’”? the bishop 
observes, ‘* are pursuing the object for which 
they were associated. It sheuld be under- 
stood, that the object is distinct from that of 
any Sunday school society formed for the 
giving of instruction. It is merely for the 
cheaper supplying of societies of the lat- 
ter description, with elementary and other 
necessary books ; and in this work they are 
likely to be useful.” 

The bishop recommends to the clergy to 
consider the importance of the fund of the 
society for the widows and children of de- 
ceased clergymen, and he very delicately 
brings to the view of the convention * the de- 
sign of creating a fund for the support of a 
future bishop, so as to relieve him from the 
necessity of having a parochial cure.” 

On the subject of the bible society, the 
bishop thus remarks: “ Although the bibje 
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society of this city is not peculiarly attached 
to our communion, yet, as their object is not 
only of supreme importance, but that in 
which all denominations of Christians agree, 
and as it contributes its share to the great 
. design of publishing the glad tidings of salva- 
tion where they have been hitherto unknown, 
and of depositing the record of them in the 


hands of the destitute in all countries, nom 


nally Christian, it has been presented to the 
notice of the conventions for sundry years 
past, and under continuance of the impres- 
sion, there is now declared a deep conviction 


of the importance of the subject.” 


Tie remainder of the bishop’s address hav- 
ing been already inserted in another part of 
our work, we proceed to notice the changes 
which have taken place in the diocese, within 


the last year. 


The Rev. John C. Clay, from Maryland, 
rector of St. James’s, Perkiomen, and St. 
John’s, Norristown, vice his father, the Rev. 


Slator Clay, deceased. 


Parochial Reports. 


Relig. Intell.—Pennsyloania Convention. 


ememenad Sunday 


[ Aug, 


The Rev. James Montgomery, rector ,¢ 
St. Marks, Mantaa, a ir parish. oof 
The Rev. Benjamin Allien, formerly of 
Virginia, rector of St. Paul’s church, Phila. 
delphia, vice the Rev. Dr. Pilmore, 
The Rev William Thompsén, 
to priest’s orders, has taken charge of Tyj. 
ie nity church, Pitteburgh—long vacant. 
i- The Rey. William H. Delance 
of New York, employed as assis 
bishop, in the pastoral duties of Christ char 
St. Peter’s, and St. James's, Philadelphj 
The Rey. Bird Wilson, D. D. has accepted 
the professorship of systematick theology jg 
the theological seminary, i 
ly removed to New York. 
The Rev. Peter Van Pelt removed to Sout) 
Carolina. 
The Rey. Moses P. Bennet, employed by 
the society for the advancement of Chris. 
tianity in Pennsylvania, as a missiobary is 
the western part of the state, 


and has according. 























Baptisms.| Burials. | Marriages. Teachers, 
cants. | Scholars. 
Christ Church, ; 190 97 
St. Peter's, Philadelphia,| 168 122 99 425 135 25 
St. James’s, 250 
St. Paul’s, Philadelphia, 21 42 3 165 302 
St. John’s, N. Lib. Philad. 17 13° |not rep.| 126 120 
Trinity, Southwark, Philad.* 53 [not rep. 27 90 200 
St. James’s, Bristol, 10 25 143 200 
Trinity, Oxford, ’ 
All Sats, Lower Dublin, : 6 26 9 54 jnot rep 
—? 
St ideas Cobcords , 4 not rep. jnot rep. 32 jnot rep. 
St. Gabriel’s, Berks county, 1! il 9 15 60 
St. Mary’s, Chester county, 31 (not rep. 10 96 200 
Bangor Church, 25 “ 1 30) 100 
St. Luke’s, Germantown, 5 1 i 29 112 
St. John’s, York,t 14 1! 4 ‘not rep. 
St. James’s, Lancaster, 4 pot rep. 3 40 200 30 
St. John’s, Norristown, notrep.| ‘ {not rep. 55 |not rep. 
St. James’s, Perkiomen, not rep. 6 6 18 rT 
Trinity, Easton, 12 24 70 16 
Trinity, Pittsburg, 22 1 2 48 
parts adjacent, 30 
St. Gabriel’s, Sugar loaf, 5 1 21 
St. James’s, Muncey Creek 1! 2 1 45 
24 parishes, 449 261 162 1509 2139 98 
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* Trinity church, Southwark, was built in 1821, and consecrated on the 26th of January, 
1822. The first confirmation held in it was on the 29th of March. 
consecration, and oi the liberality of the Rev. Mr. Turner, see our Number for March 


last, p. 104. 


+ St. John’s church, York, after remaining vacant for the greater part of the preceding 
three years, was supplied with a minister in May last. 
discouraging. The congregation had become considerably scattered, and the building used 


The prospect at that time was quite 


For an account of its 















There is a female adult Sunday school con- 
pected with St. James’s church, Philadelphia, 
consisting of ten teachers and thirty schviars. 


Baptisms in twenty-one parishes 449 
Burials in sixteen do. 261 
Marriages in fifteen do. 162 
Communicants in twenty-two do. 1509 
Sunday Scholars in thirieen do. 2139 


Resolutions were passed approving the for- 
mation of the genéral missionary society, and 
recommending the ‘interests of the general 
theological seminary, to the active care of all 
the members of the church in that diocese. 
Acommittee was appointed to draft a report 
of the state of the church, and to present the 
ame to the next convention, and another 
committee to consult with the bishop upon 
sme mode of supplying the vacant congre- 
gations with occasional services. 

Standing committee for the ensuing year : 
Clerical members—Rev. Frederick Beasley, 
D. VD. Rev. James Abercrombie, D. D. Rev. 
Jackson Kemper, Rev. George Boyd, Rey. 
Benjamin Allen: Lay members—Willam 
Tighman, Richard Dale, Thomas M‘Euen, 
John Read, Charles Wheeler. 

Delegates to the next general convention : 
Clergymen—-Rev. George Boyd, Rev. Jack- 
son Kemper, Rev. Levi Bull, Rev. William 
A. Mublenburgh: Laymen—Levi Pauling, 
David Scott, Richard Dale, William ‘Tilgh- 
man. 

Resolved, That the annual meeting of the 
convention be on the first Tuesday after the 
first Wednesday in May; and that the next 
annual meeting of the convention be held in 
tie city of Lancaster. 


= eee 
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BOSTON SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRIS- 
TIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 


Tae following Circular Letter from this 
society to its auxiliaries, has been recently 
put into our hands for publication. 


“The Female Society of Boston and vici- 
tity for promoting Christianity among the 
Jews,” having recently adopted some new 
measures, deem it their duty to submit the 
following statement to their auxiliaries for 
their consideration. 

When this society was instituted, there ap- 
peared no special opening, in our own coun- 
try, or abroad, where we might eligibly ap- 





lor worship was rapidly falling into decay. 
By the blessing of God, the state cf things is 
tow changed. Funds have been procured, 
the church put in thorough repair, and the 
congregation once more gathered in. 
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propriate our funds, and the object be, at the 
same time, under our own direction. Such 
being the case, it was judged expedient, un- 
der the then existing circumstances, to for- 
ward a considerable part of our annual in- 
come to the London society for the promo- 
tion of Christianity among the Jews. Since 
that time, however, there has been a ch 

in, the feelings of the American churches, 
which seems materially to affect the relative 
position which we hold towards that long neg- 
lected people; and which opens to us facili- 
ties for employing our funds more advanta- 
geously, as we believe, than we could do by 
sending our money abroad. 

Previous to our last annual meeting, we 
received a communication from the New 
York society for colonizing the Jews, inviting 
us fo relinquish our individual and indepen- 
dent existence, and become auxiliary to 
them. About the same time we received 
a letter from the Rev. Pliny Fisk, American 
missionary now at Malta, containing a pro- 
position to our society, relative to the sup- 
port of a missionary among the Jews. The 
following is anextract from the abovemen- 
tioned letter, 

** Before closing this letter, I beg leave to 
suggest a subject which we have of late 
thought of with interest; but which we feel 
to be a subject of great delicacy, and wish to 
propose with all properdeference. It is noth- 
ing less than that the ladies society of Boston 
should, instead of remitting their money to 
the London society, themselves undertake 
the support of a missionary to this part of the 
world, whose sole object shall be to Jabour 
among the Jews. God forbid that we should 
do any thing to diminish the income of the 
London society. On this account we have 
hesitated about making the present proposal. 
But let two or three facts be considered. All 
the English missionary societies, we believe, 
find it easier to obtain money than men ; and 
are continually sending to Switzerland, Ger- 
many, Holland, and Russia, formen. In our 
country, on the contrary, there are generally 
young men waiting to be sent out, who are 
deterred for want of money. Several are 
thus detained at the present time. £ 100, 
with some extra allowance for an outiit, 
would support a single man in this country.” 

Our society were desirous of deliberately 
considering these respective propositions. We 
wished, in coming to a conclusion, simply to 
inquire what would most effectually promote 
the object of the society, and the glory of 
God. After sincere prayer, as we hope, for 
direction, we were constrained to believe, 
that considering the large tract of country on 
the Mediterranean which is now open to us, 
and the facilities it affords for a missionary to 
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labour among the Jews who reside there, the 
object of our society would be more immedi- 
ately promoted by our supporting a mission- 
ary, than it could be in any other way. 

A meetigg of the board was accordingly 
convened, and the following resolutions were 
adopted. 

Resolved, “* That as soon asa suitable man 
shall be tound for the service, this society 
will support him as a missionary to those 
Jews, who reside in the countries bordering 
on the Mediterranean.” 

Resolved, “ That we make our selection 
from those, who either have been, or shall 
be approved as missionaries to the heathen, 
by the prudential committee of the Ameri- 
can board of commissioners for foreign mis 
sions; and that, though supported by this 
society, he be in the same manner under their 
direction, as any of their other missionaries.” 

Resolved, “* That this -missionary be re- 
quested to hold a correspondence with the 
secretary of this society ; giving from time 
to time, such information, and making such 
suggestions, as he will naturally make to the 
prudential committee of the American board 
of missions.”” 

The reasons which induced us to decline 
the invitation of the New York society are 
obvious. And we wish it to be distinctly 
understood, that the plans of that society, so 
far as in this incipient state, they are, or can 
be known by us, meet our approbation. Our 
object is one. And while, in aiming to effect 
the same glorious achievement, the salvation 
of that people, who were so long the exclu- 
sive guardians of that inspired volume which 
contains the charter of our common hopes 
and privileges, we are constrained to adopt 
measures somewhat differing from theirs ; we 
most sincerely bid them God speed. There 
can be no varianee between us. They are 
labouring in one way, to rear the superstruc- 
ture of that spiritual temple, which shall be 
built of all the kingdoms, and nations, and 
people under heaven; and we, as we humbly 
trust, in another. If the building goes for- 
ward, we must, we shall rejoice ; nor is it 
necessary, or possible, that all the instru- 
ments, and all the modes of operation, should 
be precisely the same. 

The object which this society has in view, 
the conversion of the Jews, we deem of n- 
speakable importance. It is an olject pre- 
cious in the sight of every holy being. It is 
an object connected with the best interests 
of the whole buman family; for the same 
predictions, which warrant the expectation, 
that ** the heathen shall”? one day * be given 
to Messiah for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possession,” 
point with unerring significancy to the resto- 


ration of the Jews, as the signal of their final 
accomplishment. And as we look back y 
the Jews, once beloved of the Lord, from 
whom we derived all that sweetens this )y 
or casts the light of faith and hope on that 
which is to come, and remember the lop 
long period, during which this devoted peo- 
ple have been withering under the maledic. 
tion of the Almighty, we will not. forget that 
it was for us they were broken off from their 
former privileges. And while we behold the 
crescent of the false prophet, triumphantly 
displayed as the ensign of spiritual death, og 
the hill of Zion, where once descended the 
blessing of God as “*the dew upon mount 
Hermon ;”’ we will not be indifferent specta. 
tors of a reverse so tremendous to them, i 
replete with blessings to us; nor cease to 
** pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” nor ha- 
bour for the salvation of her children, 

Though “ blindness m part has happened 
to Israei,”’ the oath and promise of God are 
pledged to restore them to their former sta- 
tion and immunities. Trusting in the oath 
and promise of God, therefore, we would go 
forward, and joyfully bear our part in the ac- 
complishment of his purposes of mercy to- 
ward his ancient people. We esteem it an 
honour to be permitted to send forth the first 
American missionary to Palestine, exclusively 
to the seed of Abraham. We confidently 
expect the co-operation of our auxiliaries; 
and indulge the hope, that others also wil 
assist us in this delightful work. And may 
he, whose biessing ‘alone can render any 
means effectual, bless, and increase us, moit 
and more, and al] similar institutions through 
out the world; till that shall be brought to 
pass which the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken, “ Behold, I create Jerusalem a re 
joicing and ber people a joy. And I will re- 
joice in Jerusalem and joy in my people; and 
the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, 
and their kings shall minister unto thee. For 
in my wrath | smote thee, but in my favoer 
have | had mercy on thee. And Israel shall 
be saved in the Lord with an everlasting sal- 
vation.” 

N. B. Communications to the society may 
be addressed to Miss Hannah Adams, corres- 
ponding secretary, No. 26, Newbury Street, 
or to Miss Frances Erving, treasurer, No. 
17, Colonade Row. 

Boston, July 15, 1622. 


—_—e 


NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 
Further extracts from Mr. Hodgson’s Jour- 
nal, c -itinued from our number for June, 
p- 200, 
** THE town or township of Cosito is said to 
be able to muster 700 warriors, while the 
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fe Chatahouchy, a beautiful river. 











mmver belonging to the whole’ nation is not 
4imated at more than 3500. 

# About a mile from the town we came to 
We 
yere ferried over by Indians, who sang in 
sponse ; the Indian muses, like their eastern 
dsters, appearing to ‘love alternate song.’ 
Their dress frighteued our horses; and, as 
we were pushing from the shore, a young 
jyster Jeapt into the boat, with no other 
evering than his shirt and belt, and his bow 
gd arrows slung behind. 

“We arrived at Ouchee Bridge about one 
gelock ; and our horses bemg rather tired, 
ye determined to rest the remainder of the 
hy at a stand kept by a young men from 
pladelphia, whose partner is a hal{-breed. 
{dept in a log cabin, without windows; and 
sipped with my host and several unwashed 
yftiicers and unshaved Jabourers, who, ac- 
erding to the custom of this part of the coun- 
try, even when not within Indian limits, sat 
down with us in their shirt-sleeves, fresh from 
their labours. Our host had killed a panther 
afew days previously, within twenty yards 
of the house. , 

“Quchee Creek, which is here to form the 
boundary between Alabama and Georgia, 
whe the Indian title is oxtinguished, derives 
its name from the Ouchees, a conquered tribe 
indians ; many of whom were long heid in 
aplivity by the victorious Creeks. We saw 
several of them, who exhibited, in the sub- 
dyed and dejected expression of their coun- 
fenances, indications of their degraded con- 
dition. 

“We left Ouchee Bridge on the 26th of 
May; and, early in the afternoon, arrived at 
fish Bainbridge, where we found a stand in 
‘Which the ‘ Big Warrior’ is a sleeping partner, 


jand a head-waiter from one of the principal 


ins in Washington, the efficient man. There 
sshowever, another partner, whom { found 
highly interesting. He had lived fifteen years 
inthe heart of the Indian country, having 
married an Indian wile, and adopted the man- 
vers of the natives. He appeared to unite 
sreat mildness and intelligence; and has con- 
tracted so ardent a love of solitude, by living 
inthe woods, that he lately remoyed his stand 
fom the most profitable situation, because 
here was a neighbour or: two within four 
wiles. As he was going out to hunt in the 
woods, for an hour or two, ai sun-set, J ac- 
companied him; glad of an opportunity of 
karning some particulars of the Creek In- 
dians, from one so long and so intimately ac- 
quainted with them. 

“He told me that the ‘ Big Warrior’ and 
the * Little Prince’ are the chief speakers of 
the nation, or the heads of.the civil depart- 
ment, Their dignity is not strictly heredi- 
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a 
tary; although some of the family usual 
succeed, if there bemo particular objectio:. 
The chief speakers are by no means nece: 
sarily the principal orators, but may employ 
a fluent chief to convey their sentimen’: 
Their office is to carry into effect the dec). 
sions of the great council of the nation; « 
deliberative body, composed of chiefs fro: 
the different towns. 

*¢ The most popular and influential perso». 
however, in the nation, is Mackintosh, t’ : 
head warrior, a half-breed, under forty yee”: 
of age; who-is consulted on every occasic 
and who, in a great measnre, directs the < 
fairs of his country. lsaw him at Washin 
ton, in the beginning of the year, on a dep 
tation to the American government. Ff 
suite were at the inn where [ staid; and 
inquiring from one of bis aides-de-camp, as | 
believed (for they adopt our military term: 
if general Mackintosh had arrived, I was 
little startled by his replying, ‘1 am Macki 
tosh.’ He was very civil, and gave me | 
invitation to visit bim if I passed through t 
Creek nation; which, at that time, I did pn 
contemplate. 

** My host regretted, in the most feel ¢ 
terms, the injury which the morals of t 
Indians have sustained from intercourse wi . 
the whites; and especially. from the intr 
duction of whiskey, which has been the 
bane. He said that female licentiousnes 
before marriage, is not attended with loss 
character; but that conjugal infidelity 
punished by whipping, shaving the head, ar 
perpetual exile; the husband being hable 
suffer the same severities, if he connive at tl 
return of his offending wife. The murder 
is now publickly executed; the law of pr 
vate retaliation becoming gradually obsolet: 
Stealing is punished, for the first offence, b 
whipping ; for the second, by the loss of tk 
ears; for the third, by death; the amour 
stolen being disregarded. My host remen 
bers when there was no law against stealing 
the crime itself being almost unknown ; whe 
the Indians would go a-hunting, or ‘ frolich 
ing,’ for one or two days, leaving their clothe 
on the bushes opposite their wigwams, in 
populous neighbourhood, or their silver trir 
kets and ornaments hanging in their open hut: 
Confidence and generosity were then their cha 
racteristick virtues. A desire of gain, caugh 
from the whites, has chilled their liberality 
and abused credulity has taught them susp 
cion and deceit. He considers them still at 
tached to the English, although disappointe 
in the little assistance which they derive 
from them in late wars. This, however, the 
attribute, rather to the distance of the Br 
tish, which renders them less valuable allie 
than they expected, than to a treacherou 
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violation of their promises. Whatever the 
first glow of British feeling may dictate, on 
‘heanng:of their attachment, eulightened hu- 
manity will not repine, if, under tueir present 
circumstances, they are becoming daily more 
closely connected with the American govern- 
ment, which has evinced an active solicitude 
for their civilization. 

**Our recluse told us, that they have a 
general idea of a Supreme being ; but no re- 
ligious days, nor any religious rites, unless, as 
hevis disposed to believe, their green-corn 
dance be one, Before the corn tars yellow, 
the inhabitants of each town ordistrict assem- 
ble ; and a certain number enter the streets 
of what is more properly called the town, 
with the war-whoop and savage yells, firing 
their arrows in the air, and going several limes 
round the pole. They then take emeticks, and 
fast two days ; dancing round the pole a great 
part of the night. All the fires in the town- 
ship: are then extinguished, and the hearths 
cleared, and new fires kindled by rubbing 
two sticks. After this they parch some of 
the new corn, and, feasting a hittle, disperse 
to their several homes. Many of the eld 
chiefs are of opinion, that their ancestors in- 
tended this ceremony as a thank-oflering to 
the Supreme Being, for the fruits of the earth, 
and for success in hunting or in war. 

‘The more reflecting of the Creeks think 
much, but say little, of the change which is 
taking place in their condition. They see 
plainly that, with respect to their future des- 
tiny, it is a question of civilization or extinc- 
tion; and a question, the decision of which 
cannot be long postponed.. ‘They are there- 
fore become very solicitous for the establish- 
ment of schools; and the introduction of the 
various arts, from which the whites derive 
their superiority. In some of these, they have 
already made considerable progress ; and the 
nation, at this time, exhibits the very inte- 
resting spectacle of society in several) of its 
earlier stages. The hunter, who still spends 
much of his time in his favourite pursuit, is 
the possessor of perhaps several hundred head 
of cattle ; and, if the warrior do not literally 
turn his tomahawk and scalping-knife into 
pruning-hooks, he is satisfied to regard them 
as mere ornaments of dress, til] hostilities shall 
again call him into the field ; and is ambitious 

o attain distinction in agricultural pursuits. 
' saw several neat and flourishing little farms, 
as ' passed through’the nation ; but my plea- 
sure was alloyed by observing, that the la- 
bour generally devolved, either on the African 
negro or the Indian wife. As few of the 
Creeks’ are rich enough to purchase many 
negroes, all the drudgery is performed by the 
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women ; and it is melancholy to meet them 
as we continually did, with au infant hanging 
on their necks, bending under a heavy buy. 
den, and leading their husband’s horse, while 
be walked before them, erect and graceful 
apparently without a care. This servitude 
has an unfavourable effect on the appearance 
of the women; those above a certain a ge be. 
ing generally bent and clumsy, with a scow! 
on their wrinkled foreheads, and an expres. 
sion of countenance at once vacant and de. 
jected,” 


_—_ — 


We have just received bishop Bowen’s ad. 
dress before the Charleston protestant Epis. 
copal Sunday school society, at the anniver- 
sary of the society in Whitsun week, with 
the report of the society. We have only 
room for the following sketch, from the re. 
port, of the mode of proceeding in the schoo! 
at St. Michael’s church. 

“The first class, being the youngest in 
years, or in religious attainments, learn the 
church catechism, thoroughly, and the col- 
lect for theday. The second class recite the 
collect for the day; some portion of the old 
or new testament; a portion of the ‘ evi- 
dence from prophecy for the truth of Chiis- 
tianity, and the divinity of Jesus Christ, ina 
course of catechetical instruction ;’ a hyma, 
cr part of a metrical psalm, from the book of 
common prayer; the order and arrangement 
of the several books of scripture, and find the 
text of the preacher. The third class recite 
the collect for the day; a portion of the ex- 
position of the church catechism, &c. pub- 
lished by the protestant Episcopal society; a 
hymn, or part of a metrical psalm. ‘They 
are taught the use of the book of common 
prayer in the service of the church; an e.- 
plapation of the calendar; the method of 
finding the lessons, &c, Some portion of the 
gospel or epistle for the day, and one or more 
of the articles of religion, are recited ; and 
the text of the preacher found. Higher 
classes, with other exercises, are established 
as occasiOn may require. The extent o/ the 
exercises is, In general, prescribed ; but a 
discretionary power is given to the teacher, 
to regulate them according to the ability and 
opportunity of the scholar. Several classes 
of coloured children are likewise instructed 
by some elderly coloured members, uncer 
the inspection of the ministers of the church. 
Their instruction consists in a knowledge of 


the church catechism ; some portions of the 


sacred writings, and the psalms and hymns. 
Noeecular instruction is given in thie school.” 





